On May 17, 2005, Dr. Richmond asked the following questions regarding agenda item CL4 - Continuation Contract with Junior Achievement Soaring to Success:
 

Questions:    How does this relate to FCAT test scores?  Do low-achieving students get better results?
 

Response:     
Soaring to Success 
Soaring to Success, also known as Personal Economics®, focuses on personal skills and interests, career options, and personal and family financial management.
 
Measuring Economic Competencies
 
Traditional Methods
· Junior Achievement, Inc. provides a pre- and post-program test for each student who participates in Personal Economics®.  

· The assessment tool titled, "What's Your PEQ (Personal Economics Quotient)? is used early in the program to measure how much students know about personal economics.  

· The results are used to determine which concepts to emphasize during the administration of the program.  

· Following the program the same test is administered to determine how much the class has learned. 
· The students either take the tests home as part of their portfolio or the teacher uses them as a needs assessment for lesson planning. 

 

Enhanced Methods
· Junior Achievement of the Palm Beaches continued to administer the pre- and post-program test for each student who participates in Soaring to Success/Personal Economics®. 
· Students participating in the Fall semester were assessed with the "What's Your PEQ (Personal Economics Quotient)? Tool provided by JA Worldwide. 

· Average Pre-Test Score: 66% 
· Average Post-Test Score: 79% 
· 13% improvement 
· Junior Achievement and the School District's Project Director collaborated with a local university (Palm Beach Atlantic) to conduct the data analysis.

· Students participating in the Spring Semester are piloting an assessment that coincides with FCAT format. 
· Results will be tabulated when the programs are completed.

· All of the assessments will be collected and submitted to Junior Achievement by the end of the school year.  

· Junior Achievement and the School District's Project Director, through a collaborative effort, will analyze the data program-wide. 

· The measured outcomes of the program will be reported to the Palm Beach County School Board. 
· Collaboration with Safe Schools will result in individual tracking of student participation and achievement when the SAASY (Safe Schools Alert and Acknowledgement System for Youth) database is launched.
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