On June 27, 2005 Board Member Debra Robinson submitted the following questions regarding Board Item AC6 Cooperative Agreements with Community Child Care Centers.
 

Question: How are the participating child care centers selected?

Answer:  Child Find identifies community child care centers who serve a minimum of three children who are eligible for speech and/or language services under IDEA.  When a site calls and is interested in having a contract the ESE Department advises the site of the requirements, which are a having a minimum of three students enrolled who are identified as needing speech and/or language services and whose intervention needs can be met at a community site.  The facility has to be a licensed child care facility and it is required that the facility include the School District as additionally insured on their insurance policy.  

Attached is a list of the community contracted sites for prek ESE students.

 

Question: Please provide a list of the prek providers that currently provide educational services to children with disabilities.

Answer: The providers are all contracted through the RFP process.  The School District currently contracts with Boca Speech, Rehab Works of Florida, and Interim Therapy.  This year, the new sites were divided equally between Boca Speech and Rehab Works. Interim Therapy, although an approved provider, has not been able to fulfill contract obligations.  The District currently serves approximately 250 children who receive speech and/or language services in the community sites. 

There are two contracted sites where educational services are provided: Easter Seals of Florida and Rehabilitation Center for Children and Adults. Easter Seals primarily serves children birth to age 3 (currently 21 children receive these services); in addition, nine children, age 3 to 5, receive direct services at Easter Seal.  These are children who demonstrate delays in all areas of development, i.e., language, motor, cognitive, social/emotional.  The Rehabilitation Center primarily serves three to five year olds with physical impairments who require intensive therapeutic intervention, i.e., speech, occupational and physical therapy.  There are usually between 14 and 20 students served at this site. These two sites vary from the other sites because children served at these sites receive more than a 90 minute intervention each week.

 
Question:  Does each center specialize in providing services for children with a specific disability?

Answer: No.  The community sites that serve children identified as needing more than a 90 minute intervention send those children to a public school site for services, because those children ordinarily need greater intervention than can be provided by a speech pathologist at the child care center.  By providing the speech and/or language services at the child care center, parents are relieved of the anxiety of putting their children on a bus to and from the child center (to the closest prek site on a public school campus). 

 The only two sites that actually provide services to students with disabilities are Easter Seals and Rehabilitation Center.  

 

Question: What training is provided and who provides it?

Answer:  The contracted SLPs providing services at the community child care centers are appropriately credentialed in the State of Florida.  As a result, they are required to maintain their license.  The School District provides training to the contracted staff in the referral, identification and placement process through Child Find and prek ESE.

 Staff from the Easter Seal and Rehabilitation Center are invited and participate in staff development through Prek ESE.  This includes any and all Prek ESE trainings and conferences. 

 

 
