Finding the Extraord

LEARNING BY DOING

Students in aMicroSociety school createa
microcosm of thereal world insidetheir school.
They create acurrency, establish agovernment, and
basic skillsbecomerelevant to their lives. Each
student hasarolein running that world. Y oung
entrepreneurs produce goodsand services, and
elected officials establish laws. Peace K eepers stop
crimeand misbehavior. Judgesarbitrate disputes,
and reporterstrack down stories. All citizensearn
wagesin the school’ sMicro Currency, invest in
product ideas, deposit and borrow money fromthe
Micro Bank, and pay taxes, tuition, and rent.

A TYPICAL STUDENT’S DAY

nary in Every Chilg

Students attend regul ar classes until the period of the day when the classroom doors open and the

students’ society springsinto action. From legislature to local business, every student isengaged in work

that requiresthem to apply their reading, writing, and math knowledge and skills. Every businessand
public agency beginswith planning time—setting goal s and objectivesfor the day, talking about
problems and successes, ordering supplies, and managing workloads. At the end of the Micro day, an
hour later, the citizens again gather in their agencies and businessesto review their progress, problems,
successes, and plans. Oneperiod each week is usually devoted to ajournalingand reflection onthe
accomplishmentsand problems of theweek and another to bookkeeping and routine paperwork.

MICRO STUDENTS BECOME SCHOOL LEADERS

Students are empowered when they make the rules
that govern behavior in their miniature society. They
play an activerolein maintaining order andin
solving community problems. Peer culture becomesa
positiveforcefor social development. Asprimary
stakehol dersin ventures and organizations, students
discover the benefit of asecure, cooperative
environment where all students can flourish. Micro
graduates credit their experience with helping them
avoid troublelong after graduation from the program.

READING AND WRITING TO SUCCEED
A modern economy depends on aliterate work
force, aswell asliterate consumers.
MicroSociety provides acontext that makes
reading functional and fun. In the courtroom,
marketplace, and newsroom: reading, writing,
and communication skillsspell thedifference
between successand failure. With
MicroSociety’ sreading program, The Reading
Industry, students create an entireindustry of
literacy-related businesses and services.

MATH AS A SURVIVAL SKILL

Hundredsof transactions occur during “Micro”
timeeach day. Mathiselevated toasurvival skill.
Studentsneed arithmetic to buy and sell, create
budgets, maintain acheckbook, and calculate
taxes. They need geometry to measurefloor plans
or design jewelry. They apply algebraand
statisticsto financial reportsand spreadshests.

SCIENCE IN ACTION

Science lessons cometo |ife when student
architectsand engineers erect new storefronts,
and when entrepreneurs use technology to
invent or manufacture productsto taketo
market. “Micro” government researchers apply
biology to cutting-edge recycling campaigns,
healthcare policies, and public green spaces.

LIVING SOCIAL STUDIES

Social studiesinto aliving lesson in citizenship
and government, world culture, and geography.
Studentsforgeasocia contract in aConstitu-
tional Convention. They learn how government
worksin legislature and debate social issuesin
town meetings. Coached by teachers, children
learn to resolve conflicts, negotiate, persuade,
and defend their actionsin court.

PREPARATION FOR THEIR FUTURE

The MicroSociety program hel psstudentsfind
meaning and purposein their education.
Hundreds of times each day they apply math,
reading, and writing on thejob. Asmembers of
aninterdependent society, they grapplewith
ethical issues and hone problem solving and
analytical skills. From bankruptciesto court
decisions, they develop interpersonal skillssuch
asrespect for authority, work ethic, and
collegiality and they |earn that honesty and
responsibility are key to personal fulfillment.

They learn that their academic education and its

applicationin their miniature society is
preparation for life.

“MicroSociety is an example of
applying real learning theory—that
we understand to work in the real
world—to kids’ lives. It's authentic.
It's real. It not only mimics, but

Mi[rc

IMPACT ON TEST SCORES

Themost recent study of studentstest scoresin
MicroSociety schoolswas completed in 2004 by
Arete Consulting, New Y ork, New York. The
following are quotesfromtheir study.

English and Language Arts

» Two-thirds (69%) of all schoolsreceivingMSI
training had increasesin English and language
arts(ELA) inthefirst year of their participation
compared to the year before their participation.

» Whenweaveraged the EL A scoresof all gradesin
all schools, including those that increased and
thosethat decreased, the ELA scoresincreased
7% inthefirst year of the program and another
7% in the second year.

» When only schoolsthat increased their ELA scores
were considered, and we believe theseto be
schoolswith better MicroSociety implementa-
tions, the average scoreincreasein thefirst year
was 22% and additional 13% in the second year.

Math

* Morethan half, 57%, of all schoolsreceiving MSI
training showed improvement in math inthefirst
year. In the second year when we believethereis
moreimpact on math, 73% of these schools
showed improvement.

» When we averaged the math scores of all gradesin
all schools, wefound a7%increasein thefirst
year of the program and a 14% increasein the
second.

» When only schoolsthat increased their math
scores were considered, these schools showed an
average 30% increasein thefirst year and an
additional 17%inthesecond.

z

prepares them for the real tasks they’ll have to do when middle grade stu-
dents leave school: to work for other people, to solve problems, to use

resources. That's what we want!”

— Linda Darling-Hammond, Stanford University Teachers College



