 

-----Original Message-----
From: Cheri Young 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 3:23 PM
To: Nat Harrington; Ann Killets; Board Office; Gerald Williams; Joseph Moore; Joyce Beninati; Julieann Allison
Cc: Alison Adler; Nancy Reese; Kristin Workman
Subject: CC4 - Response to Mrs. Burdick's Request, 10-19-05 Board Meeting
On October 15, 2005, Mrs. Burdick requested the following information regarding agenda item CC4 - Consultant Contract for Meagan Denise Weir:

 

Request:   Please refresh my memory. What is GIFT.  How many videos will be produced and in what specific areas?  Does the District currently have videos in the areas mentioned in the contract?  How will these videos be different?

 

Response:

 

GIFT (Group Interactive Feedback Technology) is a group response hardware.  It is one of the most efficient, powerful and versatile group communication tools available today.  The GIFT hardware system attaches to a PC or notebook.  The interface (also called a base station or controller) communicates with each keypad and your computer. 

 

The interface communicates with our 250 keypads (response pads) as individual terminals, sending user entered digits to the Interface via wireless Radio frequency transmission.  Each pad has an electronically stored “address”, or ID, which is also written on the bottom cover.  This address is a number from 1 to 250.  

 

The basic concept is that a slide presentation (in much the same way as you would create a PowerPoint) is created asking questions that the presenter wants immediate responses for from the group.  The group responds to the question and an immediate tally is done from the response pads.  The group can double up and use a “buddy” system and GIFT will count each response separately.  This will allow 500 responses to be tallied for a large group presentation.

 

GIFT responses show on a slide that can be: demographic (i.e., Female, Male, Sales, Operations, Administration), priority (i.e., ideas, issues, actions) which displays a rank order list, and title which is used to simply present information. 

 

Dr. Johnson, Dr. Adler, Joe Moore, Nat Harrington have used GIFT Technology.  The Department of Safe Schools uses GIFT technology on an on-going basis with teachers 

 

We make videos called “Parent to Parent” on a variety of topics:  Missing Children, Bullying Prevention, etc.  These videos provide an opportunity to showcase what is currently available in the district.  This year's topics will include Character Education, Efficacy, Learning by Serving.  Starting this year these programs will run on TEN our instructional television.  Grant funds pay for these products.
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