Request From:     Debra Robinson
Division:               Agreements/Contracts
Description:         AC1 Cooperative Agreement with Workforce, Alliance, Inc.

QUESTIONS:   What are the "educational and workforce development services" that will be
provided? Please be specific.   What students are eligible for each type of service?
RESPONSE:

Workforce Alliance supports the following educational youth programs to Palm Beach County School District students.  They are programs designed to prepare economically disadvantaged youth in Palm Beach County for success in the workplace.  All of the programs include basic skills training, career planning and development, and work skills improvement. 

In-School Youth Programs: Priority for enrollment are high school juniors and seniors who are nearing high school completion and are at-risk of dropping out of school, in need of academic assistance and interested in pursuing employment or post secondary school graduation.

1)      The Academy of Practical Nursing and Health Occupations provides an occupational program for youth. This program starts with an introduction to health field and includes basic skills remediation, tutoring, mentoring, teamwork, and community service. It leads to occupational diplomas, school credits, and on-the-job experience. It is currently available at Lake Worth High School, Glades Central High School and Pahokee High School.
2)      Gulfstream Goodwill Industries, Inc. serves in-school youth with disabilities, including those with intensive needs, specific learning disabilities, or a deficiency in basic literacy skills, and also homeless, runaway or foster children, pregnant or parenting teens, and offenders.  The program provides career skills training, academic enrichment, soft skills training, adult mentoring and real world work experiences to increase the participant's employability skills and enhance the opportunities for success in schools.
3)      ACS Youth Services, Inc. has a program that serves in-school youth designed to enhance the participant's skills in reading, math and science through pre-employment curriculum, on-line remediation and FCAT practice workbooks.  It is conducted in classrooms at Boynton Beach High School, Glades Central High School and Palm Beach Lakes High School, thus covering communities in both the east and west portions of the county.
4)      There are also two programs that are provided to youth in cooperation with Junior Achievement:
          a.      Tools for Success- This program provides 10th-12th grade ESE students, ESOL students and students at risk of dropping out of school and those who have been involved with the Juvenile Justice system with the opportunity to enhance their work place skills in a hands-on career. Last year it provided an opportunity for 18 students to be involved with the program and this year it will expand to as many as 180 high school youths throughout the Palm Beach County School District.
           b.      A summer program for Gulfstream Goodwill Industries students that provides scholarships to the "Exchange City" that teaches skills in teamwork, citizenship, career exploration, job interview skills and general business skills.

Workforce Alliance also sponsors a Spring Youth Job Fair each year for Palm Beach County School District students, ages 14-21 years, for career job placement as well as summer jobs for students. 
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