Dr. Robinson requested the following information regarding agenda item AC4-Pine Jog Environmental Education Center / FAU Partnership Agreement

Request:     How does a school become a Pine Jog Model school?

                     Is there room for more?

Question: How does a school become a Model School?

Response:  Any elementary school can become a Pine Jog Model School. Pine Jog requires a signed commitment from the principal, School Advisory Council chair and three-five grade-level team leaders.
Special Note: All information below is located on the Pine Jog Environmental Education Center’s website under Model Schools.

What is the Model Schools Program?
This innovative program developed by Pine Jog Environmental Education Center in 1995 in partnership with the Palm Beach County School District links environmental education with educational reform. The primary goal of the program is to improve student achievement by putting learning into a context with real world applications. The Model Schools program ties student performance goals in individual Schools Improvement Plans into a program that uses the environment as a theme for student learning in reading, writing, science, social studies and math. The Model Schools program builds on children’s innate interest in nature by relating what students learn in the classroom to what they see and experience in their schoolyard, at home, and in natural Florida environments. 

 

The goals of the program are accomplished by working in partnership with individual schools and grade level teacher teams to implement the following program components. 

The Model Schools program components.
Professional development for teachers in the planning and development of interdisciplinary thematic instruction linked to Sunshine State Standards, Grade Level Expectations, and individual School Improvement Plans. 

Collaborative planning among teachers. 

Hands on science and/or learning experiences for students in natural environments that are linked to the classroom instruction.  

Components such as school-wide action projects and school-based field experiences that can be added in order to tailor the program to each school's goals.  

What distinguishes a model school from other schools?
Professional development for teachers in environmental education content and teaching strategies including curriculum writing workshops.  

Multi-disciplinary instructional units developed by teachers with the environment as a unifying theme, linked to Sunshine State Standards and individual School Improvement Plans.  

Hands-on science and field experiences for students in natural settings and in school yard environments, tied to the classroom instruction. 

Collaborative planning among teachers.  

Commitment by the principals and teachers to allocate funds and time to support the program including time to plan for the program and to train teachers.  

Commitment to annual review and evaluation of the program. 

Who Participates in the Model School Program?
Twelve elementary schools are currently identified as model schools in environmental education. Both the geographic and demographic diversity found in Palm Beach County is found in the model schools program. Participating schools include western agricultural communities, schools with populations of children designated as "at risk", as well as populations designated as gifted, and a life science magnet school. 
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Question:   Is there room for more?
Response:  Pine Jog is currently at capacity; however, with additional funding, their team would be able to accommodate additional schools.  If funding were available to increase the number of schools participating in the Model Schools Program, the Pine Jog staff would be available to share this update with elementary principals at one of their monthly meetings.
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