On June 26, 2006, Dr. Robinson requested the following information regarding Agenda Item G16 - Teaching American History Grant Program 

REQUEST:    Why does this refer to the teaching of "traditional American History"  instead of the true inclusive history that includes the truth about how  various peoples contributed to the fabric of this country? 

RESPONSE:  According to the federal legislation which appropriated funding for the Teaching American History Program, and according to the USDOE grant regulations and guidance, the purpose of this grant is "to promote the teaching of 'traditional' American history."  The SDPBC  grant, STEPS in Time, will represent the contributions of all people throughout American History.

REQUEST:  Show me the inclusiveness here -African Diaspora, Hispanic studies,  women's studies, etc. 

RESPONSE:  To compete at the national level and be awarded federal funding, our grant proposal must reflect the exact wording and intent as stated in the purpose for making grant awards to school districts. This is a highly competitive federal grant that requires the district applying for the grant to designate time periods in history and then create a “blueprint” of activities and identify historical partnerships that are designed to enrich and educate the American History teachers participating in the grant. However, the specific activities, presenters, and field experiences are still in the developmental stages, and are continually being created and modified during the life of the grant.

In the month of July, planning for various activities and experiences that the selected teachers will participate in for “year one” of the grant will take place.  Continual development and input from the various departments will occur throughout the life of the grant to ensure a cultural representation of American History.

REQUEST:  Show me where we will take the opportunity to teach the truth.  Why did it not include the Summer Institute of the African and African American curriculum? 

RESPONSE:  As one of their many activities, we will require teachers who have not previously attended the African and African American Studies Seminar to attend during their participating year.  Before writing this grant, a strategy was prepared to develop a proposal that would be successful in national competition. Our district has submitted two unsuccessful proposals for the Teaching American History grant funding in the past. 

Grant funding will provide our teachers the opportunity to study with professional historians and distinguished professors from nationally prominent universities. Intensive professional development will require our teachers to think critically; to analyze historical documents and primary source materials; to trace political ideas, significant events, economic impact, influential people, and military interactions influencing domestic development in American history; and to examine recent interpretations of American history. Thus, this grant's high quality professional development is designed to focus on inclusive American history within traditional historical themes. 

REQUEST:  Who reviewed the contents of this grant application before it was submitted? 

RESPONSE:  Before submission, this grant proposal was reviewed in depth by secondary staff and was routed for approval through the district administration.  An executive summary was prepared and reviewed for the Academic Leadership Team.

REQUEST:  Will the weeklong trips include the "Egypt on the Potomac" tour that demonstrates the contributions of Africans and ancient African civilizations to the capital of this country? 

RESPONSE:   The first summer field experience is targeted at learning about and exploring Colonial America.  Colonial Williamsburg was mentioned as a field experience.   It instead was an example of the type of field experiences that will be provided to the teachers participating in the grant.  The summer field experience can and will include various activities that represent all contributing people, including African Americans.
During the third year of the project, the teachers will be studying the following historical themes: "Boom to Bust: Economics of the 20's and 30's; World War II; and the Cold War."  The third summer, when they study in Washington, D.C., the topics will be related to these third year historical themes.  The details for this trip have not yet been completed.
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