On August 15, 2006, Dr. Richmond requested the following information regarding agenda item 
P2 - Purchase of Instructional Materials for Dual Enrolled

Students:

QUESTION:  What about getting books directly from the publisher?

RESPONSE:

Booksmart Enterprises provides the following services to the District:

· Booksmart acts as a clearing house to procure college level materials for Dual Enrollment students.  Booksmart staff works with PBCC and FAU professors to ascertain which texts will be used each term for each course.

· Booksmart buys the texts from appropriate publishers so that they are available for Dual Enrollment students to pick them up in time for the beginning of each term.

· Booksmart maintains three store locations so Dual Enrollment students can go to a location near them.

· Booksmart accepts used books returned by Dual Enrollment students during the buyback period and credits the District for the value of returned books. 

· Booksmart provides the District’s Instructional Materials Department with an itemized listing by high school of students and the texts each student has received.  This information is passed along to District schools for accountability purposes. 

Purchasing Dual Enrollment materials directly from the publishers by Instructional Materials Department staff would require:

· additional full time District staff members to identify appropriate texts, order from multiple publishers, receive, and account for Dual Enrollment materials

· warehouse space to house Dual Enrollment materials

· a means of disposing of used Dual Enrollment books that are of no resale value

· staff time to price used books for resale to students

· space in multiple locations to issue materials to and receive buyback materials from nearly 2,000 students per year

The minimal savings realized by eliminating the services of Booksmart to provide Dual Enrollment materials would be far out stripped by the cost of handling this operation with District staff and facilities.
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