On September 20, 2006, Dr. Richmond requested the following information regarding agenda item CC2 - Consultant Contract for Bonnie Valdes Consulting

Services, Inc.:

REQUEST:   Please remind me...what is CRISS?

RESPONSE:  Project CRISS stands for CReating Independence through Student-owned Strategies:  Helping Teachers Teach and Students Learn. It is a research-based, staff development program that provides teachers with multiple strategies and activities that can be applied to ANY content area to improve reading, writing, listening and learning.  Once students learn these strategies they become active, independent learners utilizing strategies that work best for their type of learning.  It was originally created to meet the needs of high school students but over the years has been adapted for students grade 4 and above.  The best part about CRISS is that no matter the subject area they teach, or the grade level of their students, teachers can use these strategies to help their students become successful.  There is an Administrative component so that administrators understand the CRISS philosophy and support it in teachers' classrooms.  This summer we also provided a CRISS-based FCAT Workshop so that teachers can utilize their classroom materials and create FCAT prep lessons that are meaningful and effective, and we provided a CRISS-based Lesson Plan workshop to meet learning objectives in all content areas.

Bonnie Valdes is one of the creators of this project and is an amazing educator and trainer.  Sandee Fleming is our "Resident Expert," on the CRISS Project.  If you would like to review the CRISS Manual, we can arrange to have a copy available for you this afternoon.  
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