On June 20, 2007, Debra Robinson asked the following question regarding AC4-Contract with the Palm Beach Marine Institute
 

REQUEST:
 

Please provide
1. improvement in reading on SRI
2. improvement in math on STAR
3. please give FCAT SSS levels disaggregated by NCLB subgroupss (not just
the numbers level 3 and above)
4. please compare similarly demographic students academically
 

RESPONSE:
 

Demographic Breakdown:

On June 21, 2007, there were 51 students enrolled at Palm Beach Marine Institute (PBMI).  The demographic breakdown per the chart below indicates that the program is predominately black/African American (69%), Hispanic (14%), M, (2%) and white (16%)
	Race
	Number
	%

	Black
	35
	69

	Hispanic
	7
	14

	M
	1
	2

	White
	8
	16

	Totals
	51
	100


FCAT Reading:

Of the 51 students currently enrolled at PBMI, 30 (58.8%) of these students participated in the FCAT Reading Test in 2007.   However, for the sake of comparison, only those students who are currently enrolled at PBMI who took the FCAT Reading Test in 2007 and 2006 (N=23, 45%) are included in the analysis that follows.
The chart below summarizes and compares the average mean Developmental Scale scores for FCAT Reading 2007 and FCAT Reading 2006 by ethnic group:
	 
	 
	 
	FCAT Reading 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	    Pre-Test 2006
	     Post Test 2007
	Score Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	FCAT Reading Black
	15
	1562.3
	204.3
	1557.2
	246.5
	-5.1

	FCAT Reading Hispanic
	4
	1308.5
	278.4
	1392.0
	90.3
	83.5

	FCAT Reading M
	0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0

	FCAT Reading White
	4
	1543.0
	224.0
	1481.3
	412.6
	-61.8

	Total
	23
	1103.5
	176.7
	1107.6
	187.3
	4.2


Discussion:  The data shows that for FCAT Reading, the change in average mean scores for Blacks and Whites decreased (5.1 and 61.8 points respectively) in 2007 compared to their mean scores in 2006.  Hispanics as a group increased 83.5 points in the same reporting period.
The chart below compares each ethnic group for FCAT Reading between 2007 and 2006 in percentage increase and decrease:
	 
	 
	% Increase  vs % Decrease FCAT 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%

	FCAT Reading Black
	 
	7
	46.7%
	8
	53.3%

	FCAT Reading Hispanic
	 
	3
	75.0%
	1
	25.0%

	FCAT Reading M
	 
	0
	0.0%
	0
	0.0%

	FCAT Reading White
	 
	1
	25.0%
	3
	75.0%

	Totals
	 
	11
	47.8%
	12
	52.2%


Discussion:  As indicated in the chart above, both blacks and whites as ethnic groups experienced a decreased in FCAT Reading scores between 2007 and 2006.  The percentage is high for whites due to the fact that only 1 person participated in the FCAT Reading Test in the 2 years.  Overall, as a school, 47.8% of the students currently enrolled at PBMI who tool FCAT Reading in 2007 and 2006 increased their scores while 52.2% of the students decreased.  
SRI Reading:

Due to the fact that students are entering and exiting the program on a regular basis, only 21 out of the 51 students enrolled currently at PBMI had more then 1 SRI test (pre-post) on file.  The chart below summarizes the data for the 21 students by mean scores.
	 
	 
	 
	 SRI Reading 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	         Pre-Test 2006
	        Post Test 2007
	Score Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	SRI Reading Black
	13
	831.5
	285.8
	819.6
	133.9
	-11.9

	SRI Reading Hispanic
	2
	443.5
	627.2
	466.5
	518.3
	23.0

	SRI Reading M
	1
	125.0
	 
	730.0
	 
	605.0

	SRI Reading White
	5
	1005.8
	182.4
	647.0
	327.5
	-358.8

	Total
	21
	601.4
	394.8
	665.5
	150.4
	64.1


Discussion:  Similar to the results seen in the comparison in FCAT Reading scores, both black and white as ethnic groups decreased in reading between 2 reporting periods, 11.9 and 358.8 respectively.  However, unlike the FCAT reading comparisons where only 1 white student tested, in the SRI, 5 students comprised the group. 
 The chart below addresses the data from increase and decrease in SRI scores by 
ethnicity.
	 
	 
	 % Increase  vs % Decrease SRI
	 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%

	SRI Reading Black
	 
	6
	46.2%
	7
	53.8%

	SRI Reading Hispanic
	 
	1
	50.0%
	1
	50.0%

	SRI Reading M
	 
	1
	100.0%
	0
	0.0%

	SRI Reading White
	 
	2
	40.0%
	3
	60.0%

	Totals
	 
	10
	45.8%
	11
	54.2%


Discussion:  Similar to the above discussions, black and white, as ethnic groups, decreased in percentage between 2 reporting periods in SRI 53.8% and 60.0% respectively.  Hispanics as a group maintained their score.  Overall, school wide, PBMI showed a decrease of 54.2%  comparing the 2 periods.
FCAT Math

Similar to FCAT Reading, a comparison between 2007 and 2006 was conducted.  Only students who had participated in the FCAT Math Test for the 2 years were included in this analysis, N=29.
The chart below summarizes the mean scores by ethnic group and school wide. 
	 
	 
	 
	          FCAT Math 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	         Pre-Test 2006
	        Post Test 2007
	Score Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	FCAT Math Black
	17
	1647.6
	173.8
	1607.7
	257.8
	-39.9

	FCAT Math Hispanic
	5
	1516.2
	181.1
	1331.6
	420.4
	-184.6

	FCAT Math M
	1
	1687.0
	 
	1695.0
	 
	8.0

	FCAT Math White
	6
	1758.5
	177.1
	1823.5
	146.6
	65.0

	Total
	29
	1652.3
	101.6
	1614.4
	208.5
	-151.5


Discussion:  The chart above indicates that, when comparing FCAT Math for 2007 and 2006, blacks and Hispanics decreased in their mean scores as a group 39.9 and 184.6 points respectively.  However, whites increased 65.0 points.  PBMI as a school showed a decrease of 151.5 points in mean scores between the two years.
The chart below summarizes FCAT Math scores by ethnic group with increases and decreases.
	 
	 
	   % Increase  vs % Decrease FCAT 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%

	FCAT Math Black
	 
	9
	52.9%
	8
	47.1%

	FCAT Math Hispanic
	 
	2
	40.0%
	3
	60.0%

	FCAT Math M
	 
	1
	100.0%
	0
	0.0%

	FCAT Math White
	 
	5
	83.3%
	1
	16.7%

	Totals
	 
	17
	58.6%
	12
	41.4%


Discussion:  The data shows that black and Hispanic groups showed a decrease in Math scores between 2007 and 2006 on FCAT Math.  47.1% of blacks and 60.0% of Hispanics decreased in their Math scores.  However, 83.3 % of whites increased their scores.  Overall, PBMI showed an overall increase in FCAT Math scores 58.6% compared to 41.4 that decreased.
STAR Math

Due to the fact that data from PBMI for STAR Math was only reported from the April, 2007 window, no comparison or evaluation of the data was possible.
Comparison to Similar Students


PMBI is a unique program; it is not a residential DJJ facility similar to the other DJJ facilities in the district.  The average length of stay is approximately 4 months.  Therefore, it was difficult to determine a location similar in ethic breakdown and similar periods of time for intervention.  Consequently, the chart below compares PBMI mean Development Scale scores for 2007 and 2006 and compares them to the mean DSSs of Palm Beach County School District as a whole for grades 6-10.
	                                            FCAT Mean DSS PBC vs PBMI
	 

	 
	       FCAT Reading 
	          FCAT Math

	 
	Mean 2007
	Mean 2006
	Mean 2007
	Mean 2006

	PBCSD GR.6-10
	1854
	1780
	1884
	1810

	PBMI GR 6-10
	1108
	1543
	1614
	1652

	Difference
	-746
	-237
	-270
	-158

	% difference
	-67.3%
	-15.4%
	-16.7%
	-9.6%


Discussion:  In FCAT reading, the data shows that there is a widening gap in student progress between 2007 and 2006.  In 2006 the difference in Reading scores was 15.4% but in 2007, the gap had widened to 67.3%.  In FCAT Math, the negative gap between PBMI and the school district as a whole was 9.6%; in 2007 the gap had increased to 16.7%. 
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