On June 27, 2007, Paulette Burdick made the following request for additional information regarding CC 5A -B Consultant Contract for Mondo Publishing:

 

REQUEST:

Please be prepared to affirm that Mondo publishing this is an empirical research based literacy program for our Literacy Leadership Academy.

RESPONSE: 

This is to affirm that the balanced literacy approach contained within the Mondo training program is predicated upon empirical, research-based findings for literacy.  Please note the attached Mondo training schedule.
Why Balanced Literacy … History of Balanced Literacy in PBC

· The original purpose of the K – 2 Initiative was to promote balanced literacy   instruction. 
· The district program evaluation showed a positive ROI. 
· The Original K – 2 initiative mainly impacted Title I schools.  

· Palm Beach County has committed to reestablishing the K – 2 Initiative district-  wide. 

· The Mondo training is a continuation of providing professional development in Balanced Literacy for all elementary schools. 
·  Mondo was chosen because of its focus on oral language development, focus on data driven instruction, and professional learning team meetings. 
*Mondo’s research to support balanced literacy: 

· 21 trial schools – 2,400 students (K – 2)

· Four control schools – 1,247 (K – 2)

· Urban area schools with similar demographics to Palm Beach County

(Boston Public Schools, Elgin School District and Bronx 11)

·  6 Foundational Reading Skills were measured

· Statistically significant increases were shown in all areas over a two year period

· Teachers at trial schools received training in balanced literacy

Standardized Test Results:

An average of 32.4% of students in trial schools performed at or above grade level, up from 17.8% at the start of the project, representing a total two year gain of 14.6 percentiles.

*Data source 

Building Essential Literacy with Bookshop – A research-based Reading Program

Crevola and Vineis, Mondo Publishing, 2004.

For documented research on the effectiveness of balanced literacy instruction see:  FLaRE (Florida Literacy and Reading Excellence) Document #1-001, Balanced Reading Instruction in K – 3 Classrooms, 2001. (http://flare.ucf.edu)
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