On September 19, 2007, Debra Robinson made the following request regarding item # CS1-Fourth Amendment to Charter Agreement for Western Academy

 
REQUEST: 

Is it standard for charter schools to be able to reject students based on past behavior problems?

RESPONSE:  

Each charter school has it own “Criteria for Admission” for  students that is aligned with the mission of the school and an approved Application and Charter Contract. This standard is consistent with F.S. 1002.33 (10)(e)(5)-Eligible Students- “Students who need reasonable academic, artistic, or other eligibility standards established by the charter school and included in the charter school application and charter or, in the case of existing charter schools, standards that are consistent with the school’s mission and purpose. Such standards shall be in accordance with current state law and practice in public schools and may not discriminate against qualified individuals.”

The language in the Amendment states, “The Charter School will use discipline records to verify that the applicant meets the Charter School’s Student Code of Conduct to determine if the school can meet the disciplinary and counseling needs of the student and thereby provide an appropriate level of services for the student in this area. If it is determined by the Charter School Administrator that the student has disciplinary needs that cannot be met at the Charter School, the Administrator will advise the parents of possible appropriate placement options for the student, as provided under District policy and procedures.”
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