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Dean C. Stecker

Director of Research & Evaluation
3370 Forest Hill Boulevard, Suite B-228
West Palm Beach, FL 33406-5871

Phone (561) 432-6376  Fax (561) 963-3842

MEMORANDUM

TO: Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D.
Superintendent

FROM: Marc Bar hief

Performa Accountability

THROUGH:  Ann Killets d,
Chief Academic Officer

DATE: February 19, 2007
SUBJECT: GRADUATION RATE
Attached are three tables related to gradhation rate within the School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC):

1. Table 1 reports the FY2003" graduation rate, the expenditure per student, and key student demographic
characteristics of the 25 largest districts within the United States. The list is sorted by graduation rate.

2. Table 2 reports the results of progress made by SDPBC student groups in increasing the graduation rate
from FY2002 to FY2006.

3. Table 3 reports the extent of gap closures in SDPBC graduation rates between traditionally lower
performing students and their higher performing counterparts from FY2002 to FY2006.

Summary of the Attached Tables Related to Graduation Rate in SDPBC

1. In FY2003, SDPBC was ranked eighth of the 25 largest districts in graduation rate and sixteenth in the
expenditure per student (see Table 1).

2. From FY2002 to FY2006 the graduation rate among all students as a group, White students, students in
the free or reduced lunch program, and ESE students has increased statistically. However, the graduation
rate among Black, Hispanic, and LEP students has not increased statistically (See Table 2).

3. From FY2002 to FY2006, the gap between the graduation rate of all traditionally lower performing student
groups and their higher performing counterparts has not closed statistically. In fact, the gap between LEP
students and non-LEP students has widened (See Table 3).
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Attachments

! The most recent data reported by the National Center for Education Statistics.
Q:\R&D\Graduation Rate\FY2007\graduation rate memorandumv2.doc
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