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POLICY 5.01

4-B I recommend the Board adopt the proposed revised Policy 5.01, entitled “Student
Assignment.”

[Contact: Dr. Joe Orr, 649-6822.]

Adoption CONSENT ITEM

The Board approved this revision as a first reading for
development on September 8, 2003. The adoption notice was
published on September 15, 2003.

This revision is consistent with the Board's recent approval of an
updated controlled open enroliment plan, which the Board may
choose to implement. It is also consistent with the existence of
various choice options currently offered by the District.
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POLICY 5.01

STUDENT ASSIGNMENT

1. General Criteria

a.

All students in Palm Beach County schools shall be assigned annually to the
school which they are to attend under the authority of the Board and by
direction of the Superintendent.

Students shall be assigned to schools based on the attendance boundaries
which have been established by the Board in a manner which maintains a
unitary school system.

When attendance boundaries are changed, elementary and secondary
students with one (1) year remaining in their present school will have the
option of remaining at that school. This shall not automatically entitle the
student to district transportation. When considering attendance boundary
adjustments, the Board by its own discretion may extend this option to other
students with more than one (1) year remaining.

Alternative methods of student assignment, such as choice enrollment,
administrative reassignments, and/or program decisions (magnet, gifted,
ESE), will supersede provisions for student assignment in this policy to the
extent they are inconsistent with the atte ndance zone criteria.

2. Attendance Zone Criteria

a.

When drawing attendance boundaries, the School Board, Superintendent,
District staff, and the Advisory Boundary Committee must arndally-review the
student capacity of each facility for reasonable efforts to achieve optimal
utilization,; Boundary decisions must consider i—accordance—with the
dDistrict's concurrency policy and te-the applicable portion of the executed
Interlocal Agreement for Public School Concurrency recorded on January 25,
2001, ORB 12272, PG 973 for Palm Beach Countyw
fime, that pertains to assignment of students. A copy of this agreement is
available at Board Minutes.

Lepgmmﬂndalms_and_degsms shaII also consuder the followmg criteria:

i.  Boundaries should promote equitable student assignment as related to
transportation time and distance for all racial and ethnic groups of
students, as it relates to loading of school centers. The assignment
should allow for proper loading of schools.



B8 884

42

51

TEHLES

Vi.

Vii.

4-B

Board Report
October 13, 2003
Page 3 of 5

Zone boundaries should be as compact as possible ir-erder to minimize
bus travel time and facilitate retto—dissuade/prevent students—from
participationag in extra-curricular activities. The district will eensider
adhere to applicable state and federal laws, including Title 20 United
States Code § 1714 and Florida Administrative Code & Chapter 6-A,
when creating attendance zones.

The student capacity of each facility should be considered and initial
enrollments set to ensure optimal utilization, while allowing for growth
wherever needed.

The movement of students from current school attendance zone
configurations should be minimized to the greatest extent possible, if not
in conflict with other parameters.

The creation of "islands" or "fingers" that isolate distinctly identifiable
ethnic/racial groups shall be avoided.

To the maximum extent possible, a feeder system in which two (2) to
(three) (3) middle schools "feed" a high school; and two (2) to four (4)
elementary schools "feed" a middle school should be created. (The
majority of each school's students should come from a minimum number
of feeder schools). Feeder systems should be developed on projected
growth patterns, the projected locations of new schools, and the possible
abandonment of existing facilities.

The integrity of subdivisions should be maintained. (NOTE:
Developments such as planned unit developments (PUDs) may consist of
multiple distinct subdivisions.)

Ch0|ce OQtlons and Controlled Ogen Enrollment.-- The Board recognlzes that,
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STATUTORY AUTHORITY:
LAWS IMPLEMENTED:

HISTORY:

§§ 230.22(2), 1001.41(2); 1001.42(22), Fla. Stat.
§§ 163.3180(13); 230.232 1001.41(6); 1001.42(4)(a);
1002.31, Fla. Stat.

2/18/72; 4/06/83; 07/09/2001; __[ /03
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Legal Signoff:

The Legal Department has reviewed proposed Policy 5.01 and finds it legally sufficient
for development by the Board.

Attorney Date



