Partnership Agreement Between The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida

and University of South Florida Board of Trustees, a public body corporate, 

Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family Studies
For the purpose of program and system evaluation of Family HOPE system of care initiative for children with severe emotional disturbance and their families in Palm Beach County by the evaluation team of University of South Florida, Board of Trustees, a public body corporate, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family Studies.  This agreement between the School District of Palm Beach County and University of South Florida, Board of Trustees, a public body corporate, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family Studies is to share client’s school data, including performance, attendance, disciplines, and IEP information to support national and local evaluation efforts.

A. Confidentiality

University of South Florida Board of Trustees, a public body corporate, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, Department of Child and Family Studies and The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida mutually support the sharing of information regarding our mutual clients for the purpose of evaluation of the Family HOPE system of care initiative.  Both agencies strongly agree to share information about clients served and services provided with the understanding that any exchange of client information will be accomplished in compliance with applicable federal and state statutes and regulations. 

Each agency will ensure, via agency rule or operating procedure, that statutory mandates directed to ensuring the confidentiality of records or material will be enforced equally as to their own records or materials and as to those of the sharing agency.  Addendum A is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

B.
Procedure for Protecting Confidentiality

U.S.F./F.M.H.I. evaluation team staff will request only Family HOPE clients who consent to share administrative data at the individual level provided by The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida.  Aggregated data without individuals’ identifiers of the Family HOPE service area may be requested with specified variables by the FMHI evaluation team.

Data received by FMHI evaluation team from the School Board of Palm Beach County shall be used expressly for evaluation purposes.  No one will see the client-specific records except the people who work on the study.  All measures shall be enforced to protect individual data records, including storing information in locked file cabinets, data encryption and password protection.

C.
Scope of Effort

The scope of effort would include clients served by Family HOPE over the time frame of six months prior to inception of the Family HOPE program in October 2000 through July 2005.

D.
Term and Termination

This agreement shall be in effect from execution of the agreement until July 2005.  The Board, reserves the right to terminate this contract at any time for any reason, upon giving thirty (30) days notice to the other party.  If said contract should be terminated for convenience as provided herein, the Board will be relieved of all obligations under said contract.

E.
Governing Law and Venue
This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida.  Any dispute with respect to this agreement is subject to the Laws of Florida, venue in Palm Beach County, Florida.  Each party shall be responsible for its own attorney’s fees and costs incurred as a result or any action or proceeding under this agreement.

Signatures:

The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida
Print Name
Date



Huey J. Chen, Ph.D.




U.S.F. Investigator
Print Name
Date



Sue Endress




University of South Florida Board of Trustees, 
Print Name
Date

A public body corporate
