On Monday, April 18, 2005, Dr. Richmond asked the following question regarding Agenda Item CL1 - Memorandum of Agreement with MetaMetrics, Inc.:
 

Question:    Very interesting.  Could you please show me an example of how this works?   I would like to be more familiar with lexile level, and also how they could connect with FCAT.  Please keep it simple! 
 

Response:  
 

· A lexile is a measure of reading comprehension. 
· A student's lexile level is determined by the level at which the student can comprehend text at 75% proficiency. 

· Research demonstrates that students who read within their lexile range are able to comprehend material with less frustration; and thereby, enabling them to read more. Students who read become better readers, therefore, their lexile levels as well as their reading achievement increases. 

· Students given text with lexiles below their range run the risk of not being challenged. 

· FCAT passages require a high level of reading proficiency. Students who are reading at or above the lexile level of the test will be more apt to be successful. 
 

Example:
 

Johnny, a ninth grade student, reads at a lexile level of 950. His Science book is written at a 1300 lexile level. When Johnny attempts to read the book, he becomes frustrated and gives up. The teacher, who knows Johnny's lexile level, will seek supplemental materials of the same content but within Johnny's lexile range. As a result, Johnny will do the reading, learn the content and continue to increase his lexile level.
 

Thus, it is imperative that educators know the lexile levels of text as well as the lexile levels of their students.
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