On May 17, 2005, Dr. Richmond made the following request regarding agenda item #CL5 - Approval of Contract for Reading Recovery Training:
 

Request:     Please summarize the success with this program.

 

Response:  

 
Reading Recovery
 
Reading Recovery is in its eighth year of implementation in the School District of Palm Beach County.  The program has been successful in the one-to-one tutoring of children, professional development of teachers, and in contributions made to overall school programs in Title I schools.
 
First of all, Reading Recovery trained teachers continue to develop and refine their tutoring skills with the hardest to teach students.  The success rate in the district has improved from a low of 50% in the first year of implementation to a consistent high of 80% in recent years.  Eighty percent of the students who receive a full program in Reading Recovery read on grade level by the end of first grade.  Many of these students would have been retained or placed in ESE programs if they had not been tutored in Reading Recovery.  The average reading level at the end of first grade has also increased from a low of level 13 in the first year to a high of level 20-22, which is second grade reading level.
 
The program has also continued to provide professional development to help teachers become highly qualified. At the end of each training year, the most often repeated sentiment from the teachers is "I never really knew how to teach reading until I took Reading Recovery."  Reading Recovery is professional development in how to teach reading and writing to the lowest achieving students and provides teachers with the skills and strategies needed to assist struggling readers at all grade levels.
Reading Recovery teachers make a positive impact and build capacity in their schools as well.  Each Reading Recovery teacher spends half of their day in another role in the school.  Many of them are professional development contacts and coaches.  The majority of them also teach groups of students across all grade levels during the literacy block.  Many principals have selected Reading Recovery trained teachers to work with the lowest achieving students in grades 3-5, and principals are also training their SAI teachers in Reading Recovery.  Reading Recovery teachers are encouraged and mentored to become literacy leaders in their schools.  
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