On July 19, 2005, Dr. Richmond requested the following information regarding agenda item C8 - Cooperative Agreement with Kids In New Directions, Inc.:
Request:       Please describe who KIND is. Is this for all schools?
Response:    KIND Inc. is the acronym for Kids in New Directions. It is an education support organization that uses fundraisers and grants from agencies like the Picower Foundation, Children's Services Council, and the Schmidt Foundation to provide educational services to our public schools, such as the Champs after-school curriculum. Right now the Champs program is using Foundations, Inc. publications that incorporate Sunshine State Standards and is taught as an enrichment program in 25 of our elementary after-school child-care programs. We have seen significant growth in student achievement this past year, especially for minority students. KIND Inc. provides supervisory oversight and training to teachers and counselors in facilitating the enrichment curriculum to students which number in excess of 3,200 children in 25 after-school programs. 
The original 10 schools were chosen in the south area because the Toppel Foundation instituted and funded the CHAMPS program initially and wanted to help schools in their area. The next 15 were picked because they are inner city schools and have a greater number of at-risk youth. KIND Inc. provides about $200,000 of scholarships so that at-risk children can be provided this service. In addition to the Toppel Foundation, Children's Services Council also provides funding to KIND for the Champs After-School Program. Expansion of the program will occur as funds become available.
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