On August 16, 2005, Dr. Richmond requested the following information regarding agenda item CC9  - Consultant Contract for Bonnie Valdes Consulting Services
Question:     What are CRISS trainings?

Response:
The Project CRISS Workshop:
Goal is to help students better organize, understand, and retain course information through direct instruction of strategies along with their regular content instruction and encourages the application of learning strategies to all learning tasks. 
Is designed to help teachers assist students in becoming more effective learners throughout the curriculum while building a common language of learning and based on the premise that teaching reading is everyone's responsibility and can be done effectively within the content areas.
Has a strong instructional focus and follows four instructional steps: explicit strategy introduction, modeling of the strategy, guided practice using the strategy, and independent application of the strategy. 
Will impact the instruction for all middle and high school students, including struggling readers, ESE students, and ESOL students and is aligned with the goal of the K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan to provide training in content literacy. 
Provide "research-based, staff development programs" which will provide all teachers with the knowledge base of reading strategies and effective delivery of instruction. The training includes: theoretical background, textbook analysis and teaching the author's craft, discussion strategies, active strategies for learning and organizing, writing strategies, vocabulary, and assessment. Our struggling readers will see connections across the content areas and see consistency in learning strategies.
Will produce Trainers within our own District by providing the necessary Level II training by a National Certified trainer from CRISS. This training will allow the District to replicate the CRISS training in a cost effective manner. 
Provide an "Administrators Walk-through Training" component, by a Nationally Certified Trainer such as Ms. Valdes, which provides the follow-up for the implementation of the project.
We have trained 713 participants as of August 1, 2005. We currently have 23 District trainers for CRISS and our goal is to have a trainer at every secondary school.
The evaluation responses from our teachers and administrators who have participated in the CRISS training have been extremely favorable.
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