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Board Meeting Date:  September 21, 2005
Agenda Item
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PALM BEACH COUNTY
BOARD AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY
CONSIDER ENDORSEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

FOR SOUTH FLORIDA SCHOOL BOARDS CONSORTIUM 
I recommend that the School Board endorse the attached legislative proposals for the South Florida School Boards Consortium for 2006.

The attached list of legislative proposals was developed by representatives of the participating school boards during August and September.  The Consortium consists of the following school districts: Broward, Collier, Indian River, Lee, Miami-Dade, Monroe and Palm Beach. School Board Member Monroe Benaim represented the Board at the August 18-19 Consortium meeting in Ft. Myers at which all districts except Monroe were represented.  St. Lucie County, invited to to join as a member, also had a representative school board member in attendance. These proposals:

· Reflect concerns that are considered a very high priority or unique to South Florida school districts;

· Attempt to avoid duplication or conflict with other pending proposals that will be considered in December by the Florida School Boards Association; and

· Are consistent with proposals previously approved by the Palm Beach County School Board on August 10, 2005.

Pursuant to Consortium by-laws, all proposals require unanimous approval by school boards for adoption.  Results of a final legislative program and dues schedule will be announced at the Consortium(s next meeting in Tampa in December.

BOARD GOALS: 
1-8
LEGAL SIGN-OFF Yes  (      No  (      N/A xx

CONTACTS:
Gerald A. Williams & Vernon A. Pickup-Crawford
	FINANCIAL IMPACT
	

	Financial impact of proposed legislation will be determined after the 2006 legislative session. 


MEMORANDUM

TO:


South Florida Consortium of School Boards

FROM:


Jeanne Dozier




President

SUBJECT:

DRAFT 2006 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

Attached is the proposed 2006 Legislative Program of the South Florida Consortium of School Boards. The proposal is the result of a Consortium legislative meeting held in Ft. Myers on August 18-20, 2005.  Please forward the proposed program to your School Board for its action. 

Please remind your Board that, under the Consortium bylaws, if any Board rejects any issue, that issue automatically is removed from the program.  

The Consortium members also agreed that, in addition to the issues included in the proposed program, the following items should be submitted to the Florida School Boards Association since they have a major impact on all 67 school districts:

1. oppose the elimination of impact fees;

2. allow local school boards to determine which persons who come on school sites and have direct contact with students should be subject to background screening (Jessica Lunsford Act);

3. eliminate use of FCAT scores of English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) who have had less than three years of ESOL support;

4. allow the use of other verifiable assessments as alternatives to the FCAT, in addition to the ACT and SAT; and

5. recognize out-of-state certification for highly qualified teachers. 

We will appreciate your expediting action on the 2006 Program so that we can move ahead in seeking support for the issues it contains.

Please send the results of your School Board’s action to Florida School Services, Inc., Attention: Georgia Slack at slackg@infionline.net.

Thank you.

JD:pw

Attachment
SOUTH FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

Proposed 2006 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

PRIORITY ISSUES

KEY-
NC: 

No change from 2005


REVISED:
Modified from 2005


NEW:

Added for 2006

Adequate Funding

The South Florida Consortium of School Boards calls upon the 2006 Legislature to allocate sufficient state dollars to enable school districts to support continuation budgets that provide for enrollment growth, inflationary increases and competitive salaries and benefits for teachers and other personnel. New state revenue should be used to provide for this continuation budget as opposed to the state using increases in local property tax revenues as the source of additional funds.   REVISED
Class size reduction should be fully funded and not at the expense of the basic Florida Education Funding Program (FEFP).   NC
Local Discretionary Millages
Oppose further equalization of the .51 Local Discretionary Millage until the basic program is adequately funded.   NEW
Increase the current $100 per student limit that can be raised from the .25 Additional Local Discretionary Millage to $150 per student.   REVISED
Charter Schools

Return the final decision regarding granting a charter to the local school boards and more clearly define the responsibilities of the charter school and of the school board.  In addition:   REVISED
· give school boards the authority to determine if a charter school should receive a share of the revenue from impact fees;    REVISED
· clarify that school boards have statutory immunity from suits against charter schools pertaining to matters which are outside the board’s authority to control; and   NEW
· authorize school boards to collect administrative fees for all students served by the charter school.   NC
Hurricane Relief  (NC)
Establish permanent provisions to assist school districts with severe hurricane damage without negatively affecting resources for other districts including:

· automatically creating a special trust fund to assist school districts with hurricane recovery;

· holding districts harmless for all loses of funding (e.g., FTE, repairs, etc.) resulting from a hurricane; and 

· providing an avenue for school boards to seek necessary waivers of state law for up to a year, such as shortening the school year, in order to resolve some of the immediate impact of hurricane damage.

ADDITIONAL ISSUES

Cost-of-Living Adjustments
Revise the formula that adjusts for differences in costs-of-living among districts to give additional emphasis to the higher housing costs in some areas compared to others.   NEW
Unfunded Mandates

Oppose any new state mandated programs that are not accompanied by an identified specific source of state funds sufficient to cover the full program costs.   NEW
Universal Pre-Kindergarten

Provide start-up funding for public school pre-kindergarten programs to cover the costs of playground and other needed equipment.   NEW
Distribute the pre-kindergarten summer school session funds early in the summer (June 2006, when summer programs will actually start) so that school boards do not have to cover the costs in advance of receiving their revenue.   NEW
Funding

Restore all program weights to Exceptional Student Education funding and removing the program caps.   REVISED
Increase funding for Safe Schools and Supplemental Academic Instruction to accommodate higher enrollment and higher costs.   NC
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Increase funding for Workforce Development, including adult vocational programs and high school career education, and restore the program weights to fund Middle School Career Education.    REVISED
Revenue Sources
Conduct a comprehensive review of all current sales tax exemptions, except on food and medicine, in order to assure a fair, equitable and logical tax code.   NEW
Provide school districts additional funds by using some of the revenue generated by casino gambling and other gambling establishments (card rooms) and distribute the funds through the FEFP formula based on a district’s Full-Time Equivalent students (FTE).    NEW
Constitutional Authority   NC
Oppose legislation that subverts or bypasses the constitutional authority of school boards and superintendents.   

Co-teaching

Authorize the use of the co-teaching model, in accordance with local school board policies, as a class size reduction tool.   NEW
School Construction   NC
Provide adequate school construction funds to support:  new facilities, school maintenance, mandated class size reduction and pre-kindergarten programs housed in public schools.  

Student Station Costs

Adjust the statutory cap on student station costs by using the construction cost index, not the consumer price index.   REVISED
Use a “cost per gross square foot” instead of the current “dollars per student station” as a measure to compare construction costs among districts.    NEW
Optional Capital Outlay Levy   NC
Give school boards flexibility in the use of funds generated from the 2-mill optional capital outlay.

Give school boards the option of increasing the local 2-mill capital outlay levy by up to one-half mill to a maximum of 2.5 mills.
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Construction Materials   NC
Exempt construction materials purchased by a contractor to be used for school construction from the state sales tax. 

Portable Space  NC
Oppose counting portables as permanent capacity, which artificially reduces the projected need and costs for the additional classrooms and new schools necessary to meet the class size reduction mandate.  

Pre-kindergarten Classrooms

Add pre-kindergarten space needs in the Florida Inventory of School Houses (FISH) by including them in the School Plant Survey.   REVISED
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