Ms. Burdick’s requested the following information regarding agenda item P3  Cooperative Agreement with Urban League:

Request:     Please clarify the following:

1.Why does this contract have a date retroactive to October 05?

2. List the locations that will provide tutorial services.

3. Provide a copy of the letter sent to teachers.

4. Please define "staff as determined in accordance with professional standards".

5. Is the program, as implemented making a difference?  It appears that the control group outperformed the Weekend Warrior grp.

6. If approved what will be done differently?

7. The budget appears to be hiring one person to coordinate the program.

   Will this person also be doing the tutoring?  How many locations and how many tutorial sessions will children receive?

8. Please provide the name of the coordinator and qualifications.

Response:   

Response: 1. The contract was signed in October 2005; however, additional time was needed to help the Urban League find a more rigorous curriculum.

Response:  2. The Weekday Warriors Program is being offered at 3 locations:

             Gaines Park Recreation Center

             Orthodox Zion Primitive Baptist Church

             Coleman Park Recreation Center

Response:  3. The Urban League conducts a distribution of flyers to school centers announcing the program and a contact phone number to obtain additional information (see attachment).

Response: 4. The Urban League has been responsible for recruiting professional staff to provide the tutoring.  Staff is defined as certified school teachers who have instruction work experience and the ability to present the tutorial academic program at any given site for the population to receive the benefit.

Response: 5.  “FY 2004 to FY 2005 data was collected and analyzed of key student characteristics of students in the Weekday Warrior program group and of students in the comparison group within our school system.  There is no evidence that the Weekday Warrior program is making a difference. 

Response:  6.  If approved the following steps will be taken:

The Comprehensive After school Program (CAP), a researched based curriculum aligned with the Sunshine State Standards, was introduced to Patrick Franklin and the Education Director of the Urban League.  The CAP model will be implemented at each site.

The Safe School staff that works with intervention programs will provide technical assistance and guidance to the coordinator on how to implement the program.           

Offer has also been made to provide on site assistance and support to teachers at the program sites.

Response:  7. This person will not be providing the tutoring.

  The Program Specialist will be responsible for monitoring the three sites, processing invoices, maintaining client files, inputting     student information, assisting in the recruitment of certified teachers and classroom aides, coordinating monthly meetings.

There are currently three locations with a possible fourth to be added at no additional cost to the agency. 

The participants will receive two tutorial sessions per week.

Response:  8. The program director is Dante Ferrell.  Prior to commencing employment with the Urban League, Dante was employed full-time with the School District of Palm Beach County stationed at Atlantic High School as a History Teacher.  He was responsible for instruction and delivery of curriculum in American History to students in grades 10 - 12.  Mr. Ferrell served in this position from November 2004 through August 2005.  Prior to that, he substituted with the Palm Beach County School District from April 1999 to June 2001 and was responsible for instruction and delivery of curriculum in various subject areas.
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