Dr. Benaim requested the following information regarding Hurricane Make-Up Days:

Request:     

I have been asked to have spring break moved back up into March - at least the last week. This still allows a buffer for FCAT's to be moved without disturbing spring break. Parents are claiming that most spring breaks occur during March (K-12 as well as college)allowing families with older siblings and students with other relatives in school systems around the country to visit and vacation together.

It also more evenly splits the second semester (again while still leaving a buffer for delayed FCAT's. Additionally perhaps it could be made to coincide with the end of the third nine weeks and prior to the beginning of the 4th 9 weeks - a more logical split.

Response:  

Given the probability that the increasing hurricane activity over the next few years will require make up days, the Calendar Committee built in 20 emergency days. It then considered the need to move FCAT back to give teachers and students additional days to recover lost instructional time when hurricane make up days were used. Moving FCAT requires moving Spring Break from March 19-23.  The Committee considered moving Spring Break one week to March 26-30, but felt it would not provide enough days to recover lost instructional time if hurricanes delayed school by two weeks or more, as happened last year. The Committee then considered moving Spring Break to April 9-13, and found it would allow moving FCAT back and provide sufficient time to recover lost instructional time in the event of an extended hurricane delay.  While members are affected differently by the change, the committee agrees that its goals are the educational success of students by  providing as many instructional days as possible prior to FCAT testing,  and avoiding the need to make additional decisions in the midst of a hurricane recovery if enough days were not built in to recover from an extended delay.  The scheduled April 2007 Spring Break meets this goal.
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