Dr. Robinson requested the following information regarding agenda item CS3-Contract for Life Skills Center - Glades Area: 

Request:     

1. I thought that there was already a Life Skills Center in the Glades. 

2. What vocations will students be trained for? 

3. Please explain the difference between the Life Skills centers and the Life 
Skills charter schools. 

4. What is the benefit to the students or the district in having a charter 
school instead of a contracted site? 

Response:   
Generally, Life Skills Centers are charter schools that serve at risk and dropout youth aged 16 to 21; those students do not have to be high school students at the time of registration, but must be at least 16 years of age. The goal is for students to graduate with a state-recognized diploma and a job. In our District we also contract with White Hat to provide alternative education services.

 

1.  There are two contracted programs in the Glades Area:

 

A.
In Pahokee, the Life Skills Center operates under the Alternative Education Program:



Life Skills Center West Area (Location # 1132)




541 Rardin Avenue, Pahokee, FL 33476

B.
A Credit Recovery at Lake Shore Middle School

C.
There is no Life Skills charter out in the Glades; there is a charter for approval with proposed opening in JAN 2007:  


Life Skills Center of Belle Glade


145 North Main Street, Belle Glade, FL 

 

2. Life Skills Centers do not train students for specific vocations. Part of their requirements for graduation is for students to be presently employed. Vocational counselors at the centers help students find jobs in the community.

 

3. All Life Skills centers provide services to students aged 16 to 21. Life Skills Centers, while managed by White Hat Management, enroll students as referred by the Educational Alternative Department. Both the contracted and charter schools prepare students for the attainment of a regular high school diploma. Additionally, the contracted schools serve to prevent drop out, thereby improving the graduation rate. The goal of the Life Skills Charter schools is to retrieve students who have already dropped out of school. The charter schools go directly to the community to recruit students.

 

4. The benefit for the District contracting Life Skills Centers is that they provide an additional choice to students and parents, and they offer credit recovery to targeted students. Life Skills charter schools cater to students who have already dropped out by providing an opportunity for a regular high school diploma.
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