On August 15th the following question was received from Board Member Sandra Richmond regarding Board Item RE3 - New Pahokee Area Middle School (03MM):

Question:  What happens if it does not pass Phase II audit?

Response:  A Phase II audit is not “pass” or “fail”.  A Phase II audit will determine if the suspect use of the property has contaminated soil and/or groundwater problems and what specific contaminants exist, if any.  If contamination is determined to exist during the Phase II audit, a Phase III audit may be performed to quantify contamination and determine the cost and time needed to clean up to approved “clean” standards.  

Phase II environmental audits are not atypical, however, in this case we have an unwilling seller, therefore the Phase II audit could not be performed because the owner did not grant us access to the property.  In eminent domain situations such as this we must first ask the judge to grant us access to the property in order for us to perform our due diligence and appraisal work.  This will be done prior to a "quick-take" where the judge grants title of the property to the School Board.  

Based upon the findings of the Phase III audit as well as the appraisal, the District will determine whether or not to proceed with the purchase.  With the results in hand, the District could abandon the effort all together or factor in the remediation costs in the offer to purchase the property.
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