On December 10, 2006, Paulette Burdick asked the following question regarding item AC6 Addendum to the Contract between the School Board of Palm Beach County and Arbor E&T, LLC

 

REQUEST:
 

1. Do the Excel sites have the adequate facilities to accommodate the 133%
increase in student population at each site?  Please explain.
2. With the new students at each site, how will the Contractor be
evaluated for the full semester utilizing the Districts' assessments?
3. Has enrollment been in excess of 75 students at each of the 4 sites?
Does each site provide a behavioral specialist?
4. The contract does not specify that students are evaluated through
common assessments, star math etc. Are the District assessments being
utilized at Excel?

RESPONSE:
1.
Do the Excel sites have the adequate facilities to accommodate the 133% increase in the student population at each site? Please explain.  

a.    The amendment represents an overall increase in enrollment at all Excel sites of 26%.  The increase at South and Central sites would be 45%.  North and West sites will have no increase.

 

b.    The north site at Roosevelt has adequate space to accommodate 175 students. The south site has adequate space; they just moved into a new wing at the Delray Full Service Center. The Central site can accommodate their growing numbers. The West area is designed for 60 students and will be held at that number.  

 

	Site Name
	Excel North @ Roosevelt Full Service
	Excel South @ Delray Full Service 
	Excel Central
	Excel West @ West Tech

	Enrollment as of 12-12-06
	139
	121
	97
	27


2.
With the new students at each site, how will the Contractor be evaluated for the full semester utilizing the Districts’ assessments?  

a.    Each site is required to complete an academic mid-year progress report due January 25, 2007 and then an end of the year report. This report follows the student’s progress in Math, Reading, Science, and Writing using the 06 FCAT scores compared to the SSS Diagnostics and Palm Beach Writes. (Copy is attached)  

 

b.    Excel is going through the one year Program Evaluation with the Department of Research and Evaluation. 

 

3.
Has enrollment been in excess of 75 students at each of the 4 sites? Does each site provide a behavior specialist? 

 
North, South and Central sites have exceeded 75 students.  West area does not have 75 students.   All sites employ a behavioral specialist.  

 

4.
The contract does not specify that students are evaluated through common assessments, star math etc. Are the District assessments being utilized at Excel? 

Yes.  Each site administers the Star and SRI at enrollment, during the district testing windows, and at exit.    At enrollment, and monthly, they give a FCAT Practice test in Math, Reading, and Writing to evaluate growth and individual student needs. They also give all the District Diagnostics, Palm Beach Writes and District Level exams for Algebra, World History, and American History. 

