BEFORE THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, Ph.D.,
as Superintendent of Schools,

Petitioner,

Vs,

Case No. 06/07-X-103

Respondent.
/

FINAL ORDER

THIS MATTER came to be heard by the School Board of Paim Beach County, Florida, ("School Board") for the
purpose of entering a Final Order in the above-styled cause. In consideration of the Recommendation of the
Superintendent and the attached exhibits, the School Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of
Law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent's parents were notified by the Principal of Spanish River Community High School that the
Respondent was being recommended for expulsion on February 28, 2007. The Recommendation for
Expulsion is incorporated by reference and made a part hereof as (Exhibit A).

2. Respondent's parents were notified by the Superintendent of the School District of Paim Beach County,
Florida ("School District”) on March 14, 2007, via certified and regular mail, that the Respondent would be
recommended to the School Board to be expelled from the School District. The Notice of Recommendation
for Expulsion is incorporated by reference and made a part hereof as (Exhibit B).

3. Said notice advised Respondent’s parents of their right to an administrative hearing to contest the charges
contained therein provided they requested a hearing within ten (10) days of receipt of same.
4, No hearing request has been received in the Office of the Chief Academic Officer.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. The School Board has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties hereto.

2. The School Board finds that the Respondent is guilty of the acts alleged by the Superintendent in the letter
dated March 14, 2007, to wit:

Possession of knife while on the campus of Spanish River Community High School on
February 27, 2007.

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Sc oard in regular session that the recommendation of the
Superintendent be accepted and confirmed. is hereby expelled from the School District for one
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calendar year from March 14, 2007. Respondent may choose to continue educational services during his expulsion
period at the Excel site. However, if Respondent is dismissed from that program by Excel, no further educational
services will be offered by the District until the expulsion period is ended.
This Order may be appealed within thirty (30) days by filing a notice of appeal with the District Court of Appeal.
Except in cases of indigence, the Court will require a filing fee and payment for preparing the record on appeal. For
further explanation of the right to appeal, refer to § 120.68, Fla. Stat., and the Florida Rules of Appeliate Procedure.
Dated this 27 day of May, 2007.

SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY:

William Graham, Chairman

Attest:

Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D., Secretary
(SEAL)
Filed with the Clerk of the School Board this 2™ day of May, 2007.

Alicia Gent, Clerk

An Equal Education Opportunity Provider



Spanish River Community High

5100 Jog Rpad Boca Raton, Florida 33496 Phone: (561) 241-2200 Facsimile (561) 241-2236
®rincipal Constance Tuman Rugg Ed.D.

Certified Mail Number: 7004 0750 0001 7287 9650

Regarding: Recommendauon for Expulsion Study

February 28, 2007

Dear Mr. and Mr

ed a 10-day suspension beginning February 28, 2007. A copy of the letter docurnenting that
suspenston is attached pursuant to Florida Statute Section 230.23(6)@, which authorizes the Schoo! Board to
decide cases recommended Ision. I have this date recommended to the Expulsion Screening Commuittee
that the School Board cxp&from the public schools of Palm Beach County. My recommendation
is based on the substantial evidence available to me supporting the following misconduct, as docuniented n

Police Case Report 07-0686.
On Tuesday February 27, 2007 at 12:45 P.M. at Spanish River High School_was found 1n

~ possession of a knife. A student saw the knife hand inside the student store. The student told a teacher

who was in the store. The teacher walked over to Mr. Sollod, Assistant Principal who was in front of the gym to

inform him. Mr. Sollod and the teacher walked back to the student store where the witness said he sav

throw the knife in the trash. The knife was retrieved from the trash. The witness pointe out 1v» Mr Sollod.
od escorteSllJJJJ} to the office with Officer McCoy. The knife is a 3” serrated blade The concemn was

iust returned to school after being suspended 10 days for a fight with another male «tudent. Upon

tatements taken from Wl two friends they indicated they were w:ﬂand one friend noticed the knife in
back pocket and exclaimed, “What are you doing with this.” Both friends claime was surprised he
had it and stated, “I forgot to take it out of my jeans after fishing Saturday night.” However his mother made &
comment during the meeting that she took those jeans out of his backpack and washed them Sunday

Pursuant to Florida Statute Section 230.33 (8), the Superintendent may extend the 10-day suspersion until the

date of the School Board Meeting at which time the School Board will act on the expulsion Whe: esumes
classes on March 14, 2007 after his current suspension, he will be assigned to the Department of A 'temative
Education.
Sincerely, BXHIBIT

stance Tu ugg Ed.D.
Principal

24 4 ' 4 pie ¢
A Flonda Department of Education Accredited by the Southern Association Flonda Department of

“Frve Star School of Excellence” Of Colleges and Schools Education Grade:

Palm Beach County Schools #3 in the NATION!



THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ANN KILLETS ARTHUR C. JOHNSON, PH.D.
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA CHiEF ACADEMIC OFFICER SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICE
3300 FOREST HiLL BLVD., C-316
WEST PALM BEACH, FL. 334065813

Ph: 561-649-6888 Fx: 561-649-6837
www.PalmBeachSchool.org

March 14, 2007 CERTIFIED AND REGULAR MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

“ 2003 2260 0001 93LkL 0234

NOTICE OF RECOMMENDATION iﬁR EXPULSION

Dear Mr. Schiuter:

Based upon the recommendation of Constance Tuman-Rugg, Principal of Spanish River Community High School,
and in accordance with Florida Statute § 1006.07, and Palm Beach County School Board Policy 5.1813, | wil
request that the School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, expel your sob, from the Paim Beach
County School District. This decision is based upon the following action:

Possession of knife while on the campus of Spanish River Community High School on
February 27, 2007.

Pursuant to Florida Statute § 120.569, you have the right to an administrative hearing. Your request must be
received by the Office of the Chief Academic Officer within ten (10) days of the date of this letter. if you request a
hearing, a hearing officer will be appointed pursuant to Florida Statute § 120.81(1)(e). If you do not request a
hearing, this recommendation will become final.

Your son may receive educational services at the ACS Transition Program during this expulsion due process. If you
have any questions regarding the expulsion due process or the educational services available at the ACS intensive
Site, please contact the Office of the Chief Academic Officer at 561-649-6888.

ACJ:AK:GAW:ITM:dlb EXHIBIT

cc: Principal, Spanish River Community High School
South Area Superintendent
Chief Academic Officer

Director of Alternative Education

An Equal Education Opportunity Provider



SUMMARY OF INCIDENT ]

Student Namﬁ

Student ID

School

Spanish River High School

Principal

Dr. Constance Tuman-Rugg

Area Supt.

Carole Shetler

Grade

Sex I.

Date of birth & age

Language

English

ESE/S04

ESE: Yeso Nom 504: Yeso Non

Date of Incident

2/2712007

Violation & Code

#86 Possession of Knife

If weapons infraction, did
student allege weapon
was brought for
prolection?

Yes o Noy (Please check one box only)

If so, has School Board
Policy 5.001 been

followed? | Yes o _No o (Please check one box only)
Police report charge & 07-0686 Possession of a weapon on school property
number
Persons involved &
witnesses {o testify Ira Soflod
Student's Explanation of
Incident . . C
(Use additional page if Student said he was not aware the knife was in his pocket He sad
necessary) was fishing Saturday night with the same pants.

Additional Information
(Use additional page if
necessary)

| have reyiewed the above information and recommend this student for expulsion

[OCA

Oa]az)o’)

Principal's Signatu

Dale

he

]
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Case Number

07-0686

Agency ORI Number THE SCHOOL DIS™ ' T OF PALM BEACH COUNTY SCHOOL POLICE EJuvenil’ 'ELOﬁg'mal ®1‘Oﬁense
ro 504200 Offens. Narrative Continuation [ Ta2-suppt.  [J2- Arest

ADM

Original Date Reported Offense
02 | 27 I 07 |Possession Weapon on school grounds

On 2-27-07 at 1245 this officer was contacted via radio by Assistant Principal Doug Markwardt who advised he needed this

officers assistance in front of the cafeteria. [ met with him and Assistant Principal Ira Sollod. Mr. Sollod stated he needed to

M_mught to the offic sat on my golf cart and while Mr. Markwardt and Mr. Sollod

conversed I as—what had happen advised he had a knife in school and Mr. Sollod was now in

advised he did not know the knife was in his pocket and he must have forgotten to remove it from his pants after fishing

possession of the knife. I brou_to my office and Mr. Sollod spoke wit HJ 2bout the incidenf P ___

Saturday evening. Mr. Sollod advised this officer he was alerted by teacher, Mr. Dennis Sweetapple, thag\la_i_se_en__
with a knife during lunch and was observed throwing the knife in a trash can after he believed he was seen with it. Mr. Sollod

person throwing the knife in this trash can by the same witness. I did advis

stated a witness pointed out the trash can where the knife was recovered by Mr. Sollomas also identified as the
SER of his rights per Miranda, explaining

each right and having him advise me his understanding of each right. It was clear to this officer tha!lnderstood his

rights and that this was a criminal investigatiorg stated he was fishing Saturday evening 2-24-07 into Sunday

2.25-07 with his friends and fellow students

jeans he had on today and did not know the knife was still in his pocket, :
the school store during lunc ulled the knife om pocket and immediately stated

m ktated he was wearing the same

have a knife in your back pocket". Mr. Sweetapple heard this commotion and thought there was a problem with the boy's
told them to go outside. Wth his friends left Mr. Sweetapple was advised by stude
the boy's that left had a knife and Mr. Sweetapple reported this to Mr. Sollod. I did interview bot
d they advised basically the same scenario, to include fishing wit

after

that one of

on Sat. evening. Both

and

NARRATIVE CONTINUATION

stated "Ohh shit T must have washed my knife with my jeans! tated:
blank when the knife was discovered angted "Oh shoot!". I did learn from Mr. Sollod th had just

ppeard surprised he had the knife whoffJJJJjJJJJffcovered it and pulled it out N

ace went

returned to school after a 10 day suspension for fighting with another student was the aggressor in this incident

and

the other student did not receive a suspension. Mr. Sollod expressed a concern tha had brought a knife to schoo

! due

to this inciden

denied having any intent to harm the other student and did not state to anyone that he would use this

weapon to harm anyone. Bot sta_lever saidrainything about harming the student he fought which
resulted in his suspension. I did interview studeni whﬁsaulted two weeks mtated when he

went to gym on Monday 2-26-07 he s ack in class. This w{§JPfirst day back to school after the
cursed ar- mother for reporting the previous fight which resulted in his suspension. On

suspensio

Tuesday 2-27-0
school I'm gonna kick your ass'

purposely elbowed him and pushed him into a girl and stated "When I'm out of this
R and they

states vere present but I interviewed bo

deny being present or denied observing this alleged incident. I did wan bo B
(_lis_p__as released to his parents after a conference with them, Assistant Principal

Sollod and this officer. It

should be noted that during the conversatio stated she washed the jeans after taking them f

backpack. She confirmed her son was fishing this past Saturday.

¥
[ 4 AW i
Officer ;f ) 1.D.Number Date Lieutena wing l.(z_.‘Number D}t%
KJ Mccoy % D'V M"’/ 853 2-28-07 ﬂ }5‘;4 48,0/

//

f

Captain Reviéwingu M |.D. Number | Date Forwdd fo Date
i/ 7/ 173 | 3/sk?

-

Case Status 7 glearance Type A-Adult Date Cleared Recommended Youth Coutt | Number Arrested
Arest  3-Unfounded | 4 |y jovenie] 2-28-07 B ves I %o 1

ADMINISTRATIVE

Cleared 2-Exceptional
0BTS/Amrest Number Page. of

Exception Type
1-Extradition Declined 3-Death of Offender 5-Prosecution Declined

2.Asrest on Primary Offense Without Prosecution  4-VIW Refused to Cooperate 6-Juvenile/No Custody

/

PBSD 1655 (REV. 5/10/2000)



Agency ORI Number THE SCHOOL DIST®'~T OF PALM BEACH COUNTY SCHOOL POLICE | [ suvenie [5]1-Original <] 1- Ofense Case Numoer
Jdro 504 200| Offens Narrative Continuation [Tl Cle-sws [lowes 07-0686
2 Original Date Reported Offense

03 | 01 | 07 | Possession Weapon on school grounds

On 3-01-07 this officer was present in a meeting with {s and Mr. Sollod. (NGNS

were concerned with their son's safety as they had heard abou aving a knife on campus after being
involved in the previous altercation with their son which resulted ‘igsuspension. Mr. Sollod explained
the school's position in the issue and I advised them a investigation was ongoing and I would contact them when
the investigation was concluded. They did requgarents be contacted to ascertain if they would
be receptive to meeting at school to try to end this dispute and try to alleviate the fear of any further reprisal. Mr.
Sollod stated he will ascertain if this could be accomplished.

The knife thaf{jJJlhad in his possession has a serrated blade three inches in length. The knife had a black
handle and is a folding type knife. The knife is not a common pocket knife. Based on the fact thﬁvas in
possession of the knife on school grounds he violated FSS 790.1 15(2)(a). I did contact Youth court and spoke with
- was eligible for the first offender program and I will forward the paperwork to them.

Mn 3-01-07 at 1250 pm and explained to her that would forward the paperwork to
Youth Court and she would be contacted by those individuals to address this issue. I did explain t

ngould like to meet with them at school to help resolve the issue an ill call

after speaking with her husband. The knife was packaged as evidence and sealed by this officer and turned over to
Sgt .James Jackson on 2-28-07 to be entered into evidence.

NARRATIVE CONTINUATION

B e O i S B S Y

. i el N
SR BTV I

= LK

BY LEGAL SERVICES —

ri

Officer Reporting d{q I.D.Number | Date Lieutepdpt Heviewing I.DWI Date
KJ Mecoy ™ 7ML 853 3-1-07 - z gﬁff

X -

g Captain Reviewing ™' X/ { £.D. Number | Date Forwdrd to Date

3 . 1% | afslos

Wl Case Status Cleam;/ce Type A-Adult Date Cleared Recommended Youth Court Number Arrested

§ Cleared S onal o orounded | s-duvenid J 3-1-07 & ves [ no 1

<] Exception Type OBTS/Arrest Number Page . of
1-Extradition Declined 3-Death of Offender 5-Prosecution Declined L/ ‘/
2-Arrest on Primary Offense Without Prosecution  4-V/W Refused to Cooperate 6-Juvenile/No Custody

PBSD 1655 (REV. 5/10/2000)




Page: 1 Document Name: untitls

PANEL: A03. DEMOGRAPHICS - YEAR: 07
Wednesday February 28, 2007 2:23 pm
STDT: 22881916

LAST ZiE:P& MIDDLE AKA FORMER
RES iBR DR STREET TYPE ii APTEBLDG CITY | iT Z1P+4

MLG NBR DR STREET TYPE PD APT/BLDG CITY ST ZIP+4

S R BIRTH CITY ST VE PUB MIL SUMMER ORIG SAC SCHL2
.M CORAL SPRINGS FL 1 N 081998 318

ENT DATE SCHL GR OD CL AT W/D DATE PR PF ﬂ R PC PS PD

EO1 081606 1681 09 01 N S FL 50

LNG PLG COB SURVEY STAT CAT LEP RES EN:DS SCHL Cl:B-H-M-N CH2 EHA D/B ST:C M EX
EN EN US 081798 _  _ zZ 3 - NNNN N N N NN zZ
PF1=HELP 3=EXIT 7=BKWD 8=FWD 12=ESCAPE

RECORD IS DISPLAYED...NEXT? TERML: 2324

Date: 2/28/2007 Time: 2:23:45 PM



