On June 27, 2007, Debra Robinson asked the following question regarding AC4-Contract with PACE Center for Girls
 

REQUEST:
 
1. improvement in reading on SRI

2. improvement in math on STAR

3. please give FCAT SSS level disaggregated by NCLB subgroups (not just the numbers level 3 and above)

4. please compare similarly demographic students academically 

RESPONSE:
 

 Demographic Breakdown:

On June 25, 2007, there were 58 students enrolled at PACE Center for Girls (PACE).  The demographic breakdown per the chart below indicates that the program is predominately White (36.2%) and Hispanic (32.8) followed by Black /African American (24.1), and M, (6.9%).

	Race
	Number
	%

	Black
	14
	24.1%

	Hispanic
	19
	32.8%

	M
	4
	6.9%

	White
	21
	36.2%

	Totals
	58
	100%


FCAT Reading:

Of the 58 students currently enrolled at PACE, 49 (84.5%) of these students participated in the FCAT Reading Test in 2007.   However, for the sake of comparison, only those students who are currently enrolled at PACE who took the FCAT Reading Test in 2007 and 2006 (N=44, 75.9%) are included in the analysis that follows.

The chart below summarizes and compares the average mean Developmental Scale scores for FCAT Reading 2007 and FCAT Reading 2006 by ethnic group:

	 
	 
	 
	FCAT Reading 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	    Pre-Test 2006
	     Post Test 2007
	 Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	FCAT Reading Black
	11
	1703
	202.3
	1603
	295.1
	-100

	FCAT Reading Hispanic
	13
	1702
	215.7
	1635
	184.6
	-67

	FCAT Reading M
	4
	1940
	106.0
	1952
	87.2
	12

	FCAT Reading White
	16
	1849
	228.9
	1820
	216.1
	-29

	Total
	44
	1799
	101.3
	1752
	141.9
	-47


Discussion:  The data shows that for FCAT Reading, the change in average mean scores for Black, Hispanic and White decreased (100, 67 and 29 points respectively) in 2007 compared to their mean scores in 2006.  The ethnic group M increased 12 points in the same reporting period.  Overall, for the school, the average mean score for FCAT Reading decreased 47 points between 2006 and 2007.

The chart below compares each ethnic group for FCAT Reading between 2007 and 2006 in percentage increase and decrease:

	                                                        % Increase  vs 

                                                       % Increase FCAT 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%

	FCAT Reading Black
	11
	3
	27.3%
	8
	72.7%

	FCAT Reading Hispanic
	13
	4
	30.8%
	9
	69.2%

	FCAT Reading M
	4
	2
	50.0%
	2
	50.0%

	FCAT Reading White
	16
	8
	50.0%
	8
	50.0%

	Totals
	44
	17
	38.6%
	27
	61.4%


Discussion:  As indicated in the chart above, both Black and Hispanic as ethnic groups experienced a rather high decrease in FCAT Reading scores between 2007 and 2006; White and M as a group are even at 50% when evaluating the increases and decreases.  Overall, as a school, 61.4% of the students currently enrolled at PACE who took FCAT Reading in 2007 and 2006 decreased their scores while 38.6% of the students increased.  

SRI Reading:

Due to the fact that students are entering and exiting the program on a regular basis, only 39 out of the 58 students enrolled currently at PACE had more then 1 SRI test (pre-post) on file.  The chart below summarizes the data for the 39 students by mean scores.

	 
	 
	 
	SRI Reading 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	     Pre-Test 2006
	      Post Test 2007
	 Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	SRI Reading Black
	12
	873
	209.0
	793
	225.5
	-80

	SRI Reading Hispanic
	12
	927
	259.7
	833
	334.5
	-94

	SRI Reading M
	4
	977
	341.0
	1111
	51.4
	134

	SRI Reading White
	14
	1091
	196.4
	1017
	268.4
	-74

	Total
	39
	967
	92.9
	938
	150.8
	-29


Discussion:  Similar to the results seen in the comparison in FCAT Reading scores, Black, Hispanic and White as ethnic groups decreased in mean SRI reading between 2 reporting periods, 80, 94 and 74 points respectively.  Similarly, the ethnic group M increased in mean score 134 points.  Overall, PACE as a school decreased in mean score by 29 points.

 The chart below addresses the data from increase and decrease in SRI scores by 

ethnicity.

	 
	 
	% Increase  vs % Decrease SRI
	 
	 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease
	                  No Change
	 

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	SRI Reading Black
	12
	4
	33.3%
	8
	66.7%
	0
	0.0%

	SRI Reading Hispanic
	12
	4
	33.3%
	8
	66.7%
	0
	0.0%

	SRI Reading M
	4
	2
	50.0%
	2
	50.0%
	0
	0.0%

	SRI Reading White
	14
	4
	28.6%
	9
	64.3%
	1
	7.1%

	Totals
	42
	14
	33.3%
	27
	64.1%
	1
	2.6%


Discussion:  Similar to the above discussions, Black, Hispanic and White as ethnic groups decreased in percentage between 2 reporting periods in SRI 66.7%, 66.7% and 64.3% respectively.  M as a group split their score:  50% increasing, while 50% decreased.  Overall, school wide, 64.1% of students decreased their SRI Reading scores over 2 periods compared to 33.3% of students.

FCAT Math

Similar to FCAT Reading, a comparison between 2007 and 2006 was conducted.  Only students who had participated in the FCAT Math Test for the 2 years were included in this analysis, N=43.

The chart below summarizes the mean scores by ethnic group and school wide. 

	 
	 
	 
	 FCAT Math 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	   Pre-Test 2006
	   Post Test 2007
	 Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	FCAT Math Black
	10
	1720
	294.7
	1672
	304.9
	-48

	FCAT Math Hispanic
	14
	1762
	201.0
	1809
	159.3
	47

	FCAT Math M
	4
	1864
	62.2
	1895
	64.3
	31

	FCAT Math White
	15
	1861
	171.4
	1838
	158.7
	-23

	Total
	43
	1802
	72.2
	1804
	94.7
	2


Discussion:  The chart above indicates that, when comparing FCAT Math for 2007 and 2006, Black and White ethnic groups decreased in their mean scores as groups 48 and 23 points respectively.  However, Hispanic and M increased 47.0 and 31 points respectively.  PACE as a school showed an increase in FCAT Math mean scores by 2 points between the two years.

The chart below summarizes FCAT Math scores by ethnic group with increases and decreases.

	 
	 
	  % Increase  vs % Decrease 

                   FCAT 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease
	                           No Change
	 

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	FCAT Math Black
	10
	4
	40.0%
	4
	40.0%
	2
	20.0%

	FCAT Math Hispanic
	14
	8
	57.1%
	6
	42.9%
	0
	0.0%

	FCAT Math M
	4
	3
	75.0%
	1
	25.0%
	0
	0.0%

	FCAT Math White
	15
	6
	40.0%
	9
	60.0%
	0
	0.0%

	Totals
	43
	21
	48.8%
	20
	46.5%
	2
	4.7%


Discussion:  The data above shows that 57.1% of Hispanic students and 75.0% of M students showed an increase in Math scores between 2007 and 2006 on FCAT Math while 60.0% of White students decreased their Math scores.  Black students split at 40.0% increase/decrease with 2 students showing no change in score.  Overall, 48.8% of PACE students showed an increase in FCAT Math scores compared to 46.5 who decreased.

STAR Math

Of the 58 students currently enrolled in PACE, 41 (70.7%) of students had scores on file for 2 different reporting periods.  

The chart below summarizes the mean scores on the STAR Math test comparing 2 different periods.

	 
	 
	        STAR Math
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	     Pre-Test 2006
	      Post Test 2007
	 Change

	TEST
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Mean
	SD
	Mean

	STAR Math Black
	10
	754
	72.0
	703
	128.1
	-51.0

	STAR Math Hispanic
	10
	767
	82.9
	692
	139.7
	-75.0

	STAR Math M
	4
	787
	61.7
	742
	127.8
	-45.0

	STAR Math White
	17
	790
	56.4
	777
	81.2
	-13.0

	Total
	41
	774
	17.1
	729
	38.8
	-45.0


Discussion:  The data indicate that all ethnic categories decreased in mean score on the STAR Math test over 2 different periods.  The largest decrease was the Hispanic group which decreased 75 points.  Overall, PACE as a school, decreased 45 points on the

      STAR Math Test.

The chart below summarizes the STAR Math data for 2 different periods by ethnic group by increase or decrease in a score.

	 
	 
	     % Increase  vs % Decrease 

                 STAR Math
	 
	 

	 
	 
	             Increase
	           Decrease
	                           No Change
	 

	Ethnicity
	 
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	STAR Math Black
	10
	3
	30.0%
	7
	70.0%
	0
	0.0%

	STAR Math Hispanic
	10
	2
	20.0%
	8
	80.0%
	0
	0.0%

	STAR Math M
	4
	0
	0.0%
	3
	75.0%
	25.0%
	0.0%

	STAR Math White
	17
	7
	41.2%
	10
	58.8%
	0
	0.0%

	Totals
	41
	12
	29.3%
	28
	68.3%
	2.4%
	0.0%


Discussion:  All ethnic groups showed a decrease in STAR Math scores when comparing 2 periods.  The largest group showing a decrease in score was the Hispanic group:  80% of these students decreased in STAR Math score.  Overall, PACE showed 68.3 of students decreasing in their scores compared to 29.3% increasing n score.  2.4% maintained their score.

Comparison to Similar Students

         

         PACE is a non-residential DJJ facility for girls with a maximum stay of 2 years.  There are few similar facilities to do a fair comparison.  Consequently, the chart below compares PACE the FCAT Reading and Math mean Development Scale scores for 2007 and 2006 and compares them to the mean DSSs of Palm Beach County School District as a whole for grades 6-10.

	                                            FCAT Mean DSS PBC vs PACE
	 

	 
	       FCAT Reading 
	          FCAT Math

	 
	Mean 2007
	Mean 2006
	Mean 2007
	Mean 2006

	PBCSD GR.6-10
	1854
	1780
	1884
	1810

	PACE GR 6-10
	1752
	1799
	1804
	1802

	Difference
	-102
	19
	-80
	-8

	% difference
	-5.8%
	1.1%
	-4.4%
	-0.4%


Discussion:  In FCAT Reading, the data shows that there is a gap developing in student progress between 2007 and 2006.  In 2006 the difference in Reading scores between the district average and the average for PACE was 1.1%;  in 2007, a negative gap had widened slightly to 5.8%.  The mean FCAT Math score for PACE was very close to the mean score for Palm Beach County School District n 2006.  However a gap has developed in 2007 with a negative difference of 80 points or 4.4% lower then the mean district score.
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