On August 12, 2007, Debra Robinson, made the following request regarding item G1-Continuance of Reading First Grant-Phase I

 

REQUEST:

1. Please provide an updated matrix of all reading coaches, their locations and their funding sources. Please make note of the expiration date for each grant funding source.

2. What concerns have been identified by district staff and Reading First staff upon review of the reading coach logs?

3. What schools have successfully implemented the immediate intensive interventions and what did they do?

4. How are we building capacity relative to the immediate intensive interventions?

5. Have all Reading First schools implemented 90 minutes reading blocks?

6. What other schools have 90 minute reading blocks?

7. Please provide a matrix of all assessments/tests that elementary students will take in 07/08. Please identify the reason e.g. DIBELS required by Reading First grant, STRUSS mandated by state DOE (if that is true).

                        8. Please also provide the Reading First Quarterly Data Report for the last quarter of 06/07.

RESPONSE:  

1. Please provide an updated matrix of all reading coaches, their locations and their funding sources. Please make note of the expiration date for each grant funding source. 

See Attachment 1 (Reading Coaches) for Listing of Coaches and Schools

All Phases of the Reading First Grant ends in the spring of FY08. If reauthorization occurs, funding for coaches will be continued in FY09. (purple)

All coaches funded by the K-12 Comprehensive Plan are funded on an annual basis.   This current funding ends June 08.  If funding from the state for K-12 Comprehensive Reading is renewed, funding for coaches will be renewed in FY09. (tan)

All coaches funded through Title 1 are at the discretion of the principal and are decided on an annual basis. (blue)

2. What concerns have been identified by district staff and Reading First staff upon review of the reading coach logs?

Concerns – Other non-coaching duties assigned during instructional time and student assessments. (Reading First schools have assessments teams). The purpose for these teams is so the assessments do not occupy the majority of the coaches’ time. 

Coaches need to spend more time modeling in the classrooms. 

3. What schools have successfully implemented the immediate intensive interventions and what did they do? 

According to the data sent to our district in a report from Evan Lefsky, Ph.D., Executive Director of Just Read, Florida on June 12, 2007, our successful iii schools are:

Allamanda                              Meadow Park

Belle Glade                            Orchard View

Benoist Farms                      Pleasant City

Cholee Lake                          Seminole Trials 

Coral Sunset                          Village Academy

Diamond View                       Westward

Grove Park                             Wynnebrook

Heritage 

Indian Pines

Jupiter Elementary

These schools focused on the skills iii students needed based on information gleaned from assessment data. Teachers used a variety of multi-sensory strategies to instruct iii skills groups.  This additional instructional time was provided outside the 90minute Reading Block. 

4. How are we building capacity relative to the immediate intensive interventions?

The Reading First grant has provided professional development and resources necessary for coaches and teachers to continue to successfully implement iii strategies and best practices. 

5. Have all Reading First schools implemented 90 minutes reading blocks?

Yes, all Reading First schools have implemented the 90 minute reading block (MRB).   

6. What other schools have 90 minute reading blocks?

The 90 MRB is a requirement as part of the K-12 CRP and the AAA plan. We recommend that all of our elementary schools have a 90 MRB. 

7. Please provide a matrix of all assessments/tests that elementary students will take in 07/08. Please identify the reason e.g. DIBELS required by Reading First grant, STRUSS mandated by state DOE (if that is true).

See attachment 2.  SRUSS has now been replaced with FLKRS and is state mandated.   Dynamic Indicator of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) assesses early literacy skills in K-3 students and is mandated by Just Read, Florida. 

8. Please also provide the Reading First Quarterly Data Report for the last quarter of 06/07.

See attachment 3.
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