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MEMORANDUM

TO: School Board Members

School District of Paim Beach County
FROM: Ann Killets )g

Chief Academic Officer

THRQUGH: Arthur C. Johnson, Ph
Superintendent

DATE: August 17, 2006
SUBJECT: FY2002-FY2006 ACT Resuits

The Department of Research and Evaluation has completed an analysis of the FY2006 ACT High School Profile
Report produced by the ACT Corporation. Tables 1 and 2 contain data pertaining to the participation rate and the
average composite scores for seniors in participating School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC) high schools, the
SDPBC, Florida, and the Nation. Table 3 contains the data for Black, Hispanic, and White seniors in the SDPBC.

Individual schools and districts can use the ACT results from multiple years to conduct self-evaluation and self-
comparisons; however, the ACT Corporation cautions against using the resuits of the ACT to compare performance
between states and the Nation. ACT states the following in their report: “State norms may differ from national norms for
non-educational reasons such as the demographic make-up of a state’'s ACT-tested graduates compared to the
Nation.”

A brief summary of statistically significant participation rates and composite score changes since FY2002 is provided
below.

Participation Rate

¢ This year, 3,105 SDPBC seniors took the ACT, which yielded a participation rate of about 32%. The participation
rate of the SDPBC has shown a consistent upward trend and is significantly higher in FY2006 than in FY2005.

¢ The participation rate of Hispanic and White seniors has remained stable since FY2002.

¢ The participation rate of Black seniors has shown a consistent upward trend since FY2002 and is higher than that
of White and Hispanic seniors.

Composite Scores

¢  The average composite score of the SDPBC continues to remain similar to the State average.

¢ The FY2006 average score of the SDPBC is significantly lower than the average score of FY2002. ltis likely that
the decline is due to the increase in participation rate.
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Page 2
FY2002-FY2006 ACT Results
August 17, 2006

These results will be shared with appropriate staff. Also, schools have received information about their ACT test
takers and will use this information in the school improvement planning process.

For questions concerning the ACT, please contact Dean Stecker, Director of the Department of Research and
Evaluation (432-6376). For information regarding District initiatives that are being implemented to increase student
performance, please contact Brenda Magee, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Learning Support (963-
3899). For questions concerning specific schools, contact the area superintendents or school principals.

ACJ:AK:MB:DS:gr:jt

c/attachments:
Chief Academic Officer
Chief Operating Officer
Chief of Performance Accountability
Chief Public Information Officer
Chief, Safety & Learning Environment
Area/Assistant Superintendents
Academic Executive Directors and Directors
High School Principals
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