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MEMORANDUM

TO: School Board Members

School District of Palm Beach County
FROM: Ann Killets

Chief Academic Officer

THROUGH: Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D).
Superintendent

DATE: September 12, 2005
SUBJECT: FY2001-FY2005 SAT | Results

The SAT: Reasoning Test (SAT 1) is an objective multiple-choice test measuring verbal and
mathematical reasoning abilities. It is designed to be used with secondary school records and
other information about the student in assessing readiness for college-level work.

In FY2005, the SAT included a new writing section that measures student ability to develop
and express ideas effectively. Results of the writing section are not available to the District at
this time.

SAT | results from multiple years can reveal trends in the demographic characteristics of the
test takers and their academic preparation and can provide individual schools and districts with
one way of self-evaluation and self-comparison. However, as indicated by the College Board
(publisher of the SAT), caution should be used in making comparisons between local, state,
and national results. Results may differ because not all students in a high school, school
district, or a state take the SAT I,

Tables 1 and 2 contain information about the participation rate and mean scores for the School
District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC), Florida, and the Nation. Table 3 contains the data for
Black, Hispanic, and White seniors in the SDPBC.

SAT | performance and patrticipation is a Key Result for the SDPBC. Statistically significant
highlights of the SAT | results are presented below.

Participation Rate
¢ In FY2005, there were 5,330 seniors who took the SAT I.

e The FY2005 SDPBC patrticipation rate (57%) was higher than the Nation’s (49%) but lower
than Florida's (65%).

e The FY2005 SDPBC patrticipation rates for all students and for White students (61%) were
significantly higher than in FY2004.

¢ The participation rate for Black students (37%) has shown a significant upward trend since
FY2003.
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Verbal and Mathematics Mean Scores

e The FY2005 SDPBC verbal and mathematics mean scores were higher than Florida’s but
lower than the Nation’s.

e« The District’s verbal and mathematics mean scores have remained stable since FY2001.

* The District continues to perform at a higher level in mathematics (506) than in reading
(500).

Verbal Mean Scores

e The FY2005 verbal mean scores of Black (417) and Hispanic (484) students have
remained stable since FY2002.

e The FY2005 verbal mean score for White students (528) was significantly higher than in
FY2004.

Mathematics Mean Scores

e The FY2005 mathematics mean scores for Black (422), Hispanic (487), and White (534)
students have remained stable since FY2001.

These results will be shared with appropriate staff to provide direction for improvements in
curriculum and instruction. Also, schools have received information about their SAT test
takers and will use this information in the school improvement planning process.

If you have questions about the SAT | results, please contact Dean Stecker, Manager of
Research and E valuation at 434-8781. [f you have questions about instruction and the SAT,
please contact Brenda Magee, Director of Secondary and Career Education, at 434-8714. [f
you have questions about individual school efforts and the SAT |, please contact the
appropriate area superintendent.

AJ:AK:MB:DSjl

c/attachments : Chief Academic Officer
Chief Officer of Administration
Chief Operating Officer
Chief of Performance Accountability
Chief Public Information Officer
Chief, Safety & Learning Environment
Area/Assistant Superintendents
Academic Executive Directors/Directors
High School Principals
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