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M E M O R A N D U M  
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FROM: Jeffrey Hernandez 
Chief Academic Offic 

THROUGH: Arthur C. Johnson, Ph.D 
Superintendent 

u 
SUBJECT: FY2005-FY2009 SAT I RESULTS 

The College Board has recently released the results of the FY2009 SAT Reasoning Test (SAT I) 
for college-bound seniors who took the test. The SAT I measures critical reading, mathematics, 
and writing abilities and is designed to be used with secondary school records and other 
information in assessing student readiness for college-level work.' SAT I performance and 
participation is a Key Result for the School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC). 

SAT I results from multiple years can reveal trends in the demographic characteristics of test 
takers and their academic preparation. The results can also provide individual schools and 
districts with one way of self-evaluation and self-comparison. However, the College Board states 
that caution should be used in making comparisons between local, state, and national results 
because not all students in a high school, school district, or a state take the SAT I. 

Results 

From FY2008 to FY2009, average scores for the SDPBC remained about the same,' while the 
participation rate de~reased.~ 

Participation Rate 

From FY2008 to FY2009, the participation rate for the SDPBC declined (54% to 46%). 
o Participation rates decreased eight percentage points for White students (61% to 53%), 

three points for Black students (34% to 31%), and five points for Hispanic students (47% 
to 42%). 

1 

2 
The SAT Writing test did not exist until FY2006. 
Using SDPBC effect sizes, changes in SAT average scores of four points or more indicate a significant change. 

3 It is likely that SAT participation has decreased because more students are taking the ACT. 
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Critical Readina. Mathematics. and Writina Averaae Scores 

In FY2009 average scores in the SDPBC were higher than those of the State in reading (501 
vs. 497), mathematics (507 vs. 498), and writing (484 vs. 480). SDPBC average scores were 
the same as the Nation in reading (501 vs. 501), but lower in mathematics (507 vs. 515) and 
writing (484 vs. 493). 

From FY2008 to FY2009, SDPBC average scores remained about the same in reading (501 
to 501), mathematics (506 to 507), and writing (484 to 484). 
o Average scores for White and Black students remained about the same in reading (White: 

525 to 526, Black: 440 to 438), mathematics (White: 533 to 535, Black: 434 to 435), and 
writing (White: 508 to 507, Black: 423 to 423). 

o Average scores for Hispanic students increased by five points in reading (484 to 489) and 
writing (467 to 472), and remained about the same in mathematics (488 to 490). 

Tables 1 - 6 contain information about the number of test takers, participation rates, and average 
scores for the SDPBC, its schools, the State, and the Nation. Table 7 contains data for Black, 
Hispanic, and White seniors in the SDPBC. Schools that have no data for five years and schools 
that have closed are not reported. 

These results will be shared with appropriate staff to provide direction for improvements in 
curriculum and instruction. Also, schools have received information about their SAT test takers 
and will use this information in the school improvement planning process. 

If you have questions about the SAT I results, please contact Dean Stecker, Director of Research 
and Evaluation at 432-6376. If you have questions about instruction and the SAT I, please 
contact Constance Tuman-Rugg, Assistant Superintendent, Division of Curriculum, at 357-1 113. 
If you have questions about individual school efforts and the SAT I, please contact the 
appropriate area superintendent. 

Attachments 

c: Chief of Staff 
Chief Operating Officer 
Chief, Human Resources 
Chief, Performance Accountability 
Chief Public Information Officer 
Chief, Safety & Learning Environment 
Chief Technology Officer 
ArealAssistant Superintendents 
Academic Executive Directors and Directors 
All Principals 
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Table 2. FY2005-FY2009 Number of Senior SAT I Test-Takers and Participation Rate for Charter High Schools 

Note. The SDPBC participation rates are determined by dividing the number of seniors who took the SAT I by the total number of seniors at the end of the first 
semester. State and National participation rates are determined by dividing the number of seniors who took the SAT I by the estimated number of graduating seniors, 
as reported by the Florida Department of Education. a = No senior class. NA = Not available. * = fewer than 10 students 

Table 3. FY2005-FY2009 Number of Senior SAT I Test-Takers and Participation Rate for Alternative High Schools 

I Number of Students Tested I Partici~ation Rates I 
High School 

I 

Note. The SDPBC participation rates are determined by dividing the number of seniors who took the SAT I by the total number of seniors at the end of the first 
semester. State and National participation rates are determined by dividing the number of seniors who took the SAT I by the estimated number of graduating seniors, 
as reported by the Florida Department of Education. = fewer than 10 students 

G O I ~  Coast B I 
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Table 5. FY2005-FY2009 SAT I Average Scores of College-Bound Seniors for Charter High Schools 

a = No senior class. = fewer than 10 students. 

Table 6. FY2005-FY2009 SAT I Average Scores of College-Bound Seniors for Alternative High Schools 

* = fewer than 10 students. 
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High School 

Gold Coast 

Writing Average Score Mathematics Average Score 

FY2006 

Critical Reading Average Scores 

FY2007 FY2008 FY2005 FY2005 FY2009 FY2006 
- 

FY2009 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 FY2007 FY2008 



Table 7. FY2005-FY2009 SAT I SDPBC Results for Black, Hispanic, and White Seniors 

Black Hispanic White 

FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY 
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Note. The participation rate for a disaggregated group is determined by dividing the number of seniors in a group who took the SAT I by the total number of district seniors in 
the group at the end of the first semester. '.' = School not in existence. 
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